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CONTACT US

Lovin’ the LDA
I read with interest Bob Campbell’s piece on the 

ParaOrd LDA. After I tried the action on one at an 

NRA annual exhibit years ago, I bought one as soon 

as I got home. Mine is the full-size 7.45. Except for 

the trigger, it looks like a 1911, right down to the for-

cosmetic-purposes-only spurred hammer. I don’t know 

ZK\�WKH�/'$�GLGQ·W�WDNH�RII��,�ORYH�LW��,I�\RX�ÀQG�RQH�

and pull the trigger, I bet you’ll buy it.

JOHN SCHROEDER, WISCONSIN

Another Big-Person Tip
There was one item missing from the article on carry 

for large folks (April/May): suspenders. In my advanc-

ing age I have taken on an additional 20 pounds that 

PDNHV�LW�GLIÀFXOW�WR�NHHS�D�SDLU�RI�SDQWV�RQ�P\�KLSV��

The weight of a gun and spare magazines only adds to 

this problem. I have found suspenders that attach to 

the belt to be a good solution. I don’t have to cinch my 

belt as tight, and my pants stay in place.

ERNIE GARLAND, FLORIDA

Choose Your Critter
I suppose it’s true that 

in the animal kingdom 

mongooses do eat certain 

types of snakes. But be 

assured that in the world 

of revolvers, I’ll match 

my Colt Python against 

the Korth Mongoose any 

day of the week! At less than half the price, the Python 

looks twice as good and shoots just as accurately.

HARVEY MAIZELS

Keep those letters coming! Our contact information is at right. And 
since we and your fellow readers love to know where you’re writing 
from, please include your state or foreign country and state/province.

Industry Notes
WALTHER’S PDP Compact and PDP F-Series have been chosen as official 

duty pistols for the Pennsylvania State Police. According to the com-

pany, the PDPs were selected not just for their features but also for the 

“increased proficiency” they deliver for officers. The guns will be direct-

milled for the AIMPOINT ACRO P-2 red dot.

SIG SAUER is expanding its professional program, which offers discounts 

to qualifying military, retired military, law enforcement and security 

professionals. Now veterans are eligible as well, and SIG is increasing the 

product choices. For more info, visit SIGSAUER.COM/SIG-PROFESSIONAL-PROGRAM.

TISAS USA is partnering with the CIVILIAN MARKSMANSHIP PROGRAM 

to produce the first commercial 1911 for CMP. It will be a museum-grade 

reproduction of a World War II-era M1911A1. The gun will incorporate the 

CMP logo and “U.S. Property” markings, and it will come with both repro 

brown plastic and walnut double-diamond grips. Price will be $480, and it 

will be sold exclusively through CMP stores.

Not Exactly
I enjoyed J. Scott Rupp’s 

review of the Ruger 

GP100 .22 (February/

March), as it was most 

thorough. However, he 

ZULWHV�´7KH�ÁXWHG�F\OLQ-

der showed .008 inch of end shake, which is good...” 

On any high-end, well-built revolver, .008 of end shake 

ZRXOG�FHUWDLQO\�QRW�SDVV�ÀQDO�LQVSHFWLRQ��1RZ��DQ������

barrel/cylinder gap would be acceptable.

The second discrepancy is where he refers to Ru-

ger’s cylinder-locking mechanism as “Triple Lock.” 

A “triple lock” system had been used on early S&W 

double-action revolvers, but Rugers don’t have a lock-

ing device at the front of the ejector rod. Otherwise 

the article did a good job of covering every aspect of a 

WUXO\�ÀQH�JXQ�

DAVE SMITH, ARIZONA

Mr. Smith: You are correct. It was the cylinder gap that 

ZDV�������,�QHJOHFWHG�WR�ÀQLVK�WKH�FDOFXODWLRQ��$V�WR�WKH�

cylinder lockup, “Triple Lock” should have been lower-

cased or been expressed “triple-locking cylinder,” but 

Ruger does indeed describe its design as such.—Scott.
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GOING FOR THE GOLD

FEDERAL IS COMMITTED TO THE ACTION-
pistol community, and for proof 

of that you don’t have to look any 

further than the new Gold Medal 

Action Pistol offering. Available in 

9mm and .40 S&W, it’s the second 

DFWLRQ�SLVWRO�VSHFLÀF�ORDG�IURP�

Federal, following by several years 

the groundbreaking Syntech Action 

Pistol ammo.

Federal’s entire Gold Medal line 

LQFOXGHV�ULÁH�DQG�VKRWJXQ�DPPX-

nition as well as pistol. At least on 

the pistol side, the ammo is loaded 

on the same production line as the 

company’s standard fare. So what’s 

the difference?

I checked with product devel-

opment engineer Casey Reed—a 

WRS�ÁLJKW�DFWLRQ�SLVWRO�VKRRWHU�LQ�KLV�

own right—and he said that while 

the machinery is the same, the spec-

LÀFDWLRQV�DUH�GLIIHUHQW��6LPSO\�SXW��

Gold Medal Action Pistol  is loaded 

WR�WKH�WLJKWHVW�DFFXUDF\�VSHFLÀFDWLRQ�

requirement the company tests for 

in any of its handgun ammo.

Accuracy is always important, but 

unlike in Bullseye competition, ac-

tion-pistol shooters need more than 

just accuracy. In both U.S. Practical 

Shooting Association (USPSA) and 

International Defensive Pistol Asso-

ciation (IDPA) matches, ammunition 

has to meet a certain Power Fac-

tor—bullet weight in grains multi-

plied by velocity, with the zeroes at 

the end dropped off for simplicity.

Without going into the weeds on 

Power Factor, the importance of this 

comes down to recoil. Since speed is 

a big aspect of action pistol, Power 

Factor thresholds keep competitors 

RQ�D�OHYHO�SOD\LQJ�ÀHOG³SUHYHQWLQJ�

shooters from using “poofy” loads 

that let them shoot super fast.

Gold Medal Action Pistol, like 

Syntech Action Pistol, is USPSA cer-

WLÀHG��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�ZKLOH�D�FRP-

petitor’s ammo will still be tested 

with a chronograph, if Gold Medal 

should come up short, that competi-

WRU�FDQ·W�EH�GLVTXDOLÀHG³DQG�D�OLWWOH�

peace of mind going into a big match 

never hurts.

7KLV�NLQG�RI�YHORFLW\�FRQWURO�

doesn’t happen by accident.

8 HANDGUNS JUNE/JULY 2024 WWW.HANDGUNS.COM
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“The propellant was chosen with 

a priority to hit target velocities 

with the Gold Medal projectile, 

ZLWK�DQ�DGGHG�EHQHÀW�RI�EHLQJ�D�

clean-burning powder,” Reed said. 

“The cleanliness is especially im-

portant to shooters who shoot high 

volumes.”

7KH�*ROG�0HGDO�EXOOHW�LV�D�IXOO\�

HQFDSVXODWHG�IXOO�PHWDO�MDFNHW��

which means no exposed lead 

at the base. That, along with the 

&DWDO\VW�OHDG�IUHH�SULPHU��PDNHV�

it cleaner in the gun and an option 

at indoor ranges that have clean-

ammo requirements.

,QVWHDG�RI�WKH�XVXDO�URXQGHG�

nose, the Gold Medal Action Pistol 

EXOOHW�KDV�D�ÁDW�PHSODW��2Q�PDQ\�

action-pistol stages, shooters 

encounter reactive targets. There’s 

QRWKLQJ�ZRUVH�WKDQ�NQRZLQJ�\RX�KLW�

RQH�RI�WKHVH�VWHHO�SODWHV�DQG�VHHLQJ�

LW�VWLOO�VWDQGLQJ��7KH�ÁDW�PHSODW�RQ�

WKLV�EXOOHW�LQFUHDVHV�\RXU�NQRFN-

down potential.

I wasn’t able to shoot a match 

with the ammo to test that aspect 

VSHFLÀFDOO\��EXW�LW�GLG�VPDFN�P\�

SODWH�UDFN�SODWHV�ZLWK�DXWKRULW\��

,Q�GRLQJ�VR��,�DOVR�IRXQG�WKH�*ROG�

0HGDO�WR�EH�VRIW�VKRRWLQJ��ZKLFK�LV�

a big help in such competitions, and 

completely reliable.

For accuracy, I benched it 

through my Smith & Wesson M&P9 

Competition with iron sights and 

Walther Q5 Match Steel Frame with 

the Trijicon RCR enclosed red dot. 

The 25-yard results in the accom-

panying chart are solid and a cut 

above how these pistols typically 

SHUIRUP�

,W·V�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�QRWH�WKH�GLIIHU-

ence in velocity between the two 

ÀYH�LQFK�EDUUHOV��5LÁH�VKRRWHUV�OLNH�

WR�WDON�DERXW�IDVW�EDUUHOV�YHUVXV�

slow barrels, and here’s your evi-

dence that this exists in handguns 

DV�ZHOO³DQG�FDQ�LQÁXHQFH�3RZHU�

<

 The bullet in Gold Medal Action Pistol (l.) has a flat meplat for better 
knockdown on reactive steel targets than a standard full metal jacket. The 
load features the high-performance Catalyst lead-free primer and specially 
formulated propellant, and it’s held to Federal’s tightest accuracy specs.

PERFORMANCE RESULTS | FEDERAL GOLD MEDAL ACTION PISTOL
 Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg. Power

9mm Luger Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.) Factor

Smith & Wesson M&P9 Competitor

FEFMJ 147 936 11 2.7 138

Walther Q5 Match Steel Frame

FEFMJ 147 903 12 2.0 133

Notes: Accuracy results are averages of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a Ransom Multi Cal Steady Rest. Walther 
fired with Trijicon RCR red dot; Smith & Wesson fired with open sights. Velocities are averages of 20 shots recorded 10 feet 
from the muzzle with a ProChrono DLX. Temperature: 30 degrees. Abbreviation: FEFMJ, fully encapsulated full metal jacket

)DFWRU�IRU�D�SDUWLFXODU�JXQ�ORDG�

combination.

USPSA and IDPA handle Power 

)DFWRU�D�OLWWOH�GLIIHUHQWO\��8636$�

does it as Minor and Major, with 

VFRULQJ�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�

WZR�FODVVLÀFDWLRQV��,'3$�KDV�3RZHU�

)DFWRU�UHTXLUHPHQWV�IRU�VSHFLÀF�

JXQ�FODVVHV��%XW�HLWKHU�ZD\��IRU�

�PP�\RX·UH�ORRNLQJ�DW�D�3RZHU�)DF-

WRU�RI������DQG�ERWK�ORDGV�PDGH�WKDW�

with ease in these guns.

7KH�����6	:�ORDG�LV�LQWHQGHG�IRU�

8636$·V�/LPLWHG�DQG�/LPLWHG����

division, and it’s loaded to Major.

For guys and gals who shoot a lot, 

price is always a consideration. The 

9mm has a suggested retail price 

RI�����SHU�ER[�RI�����WKH����·V�VXJ-

JHVWHG�UHWDLO�LV�����

“It has the tightest specs, and 

WKHUHIRUH�ZLOO�FRPPDQG�WKH�KLJKHVW�

price among our handgun target 

loads,” Reed said, adding that it’s 

more attractively priced than some 

competitors’ match-grade ammo.

´:H�ZHUH�FRQVFLRXV�RI�WKH�

JUHDWHU�FRQVXPSWLRQ�LQ�D�VSRUW�OLNH�

action pistol compared to some-

WKLQJ�OLNH�%XOOVH\H��ZKLFK�RXU�ROG�

*ROG�0HGDO�����DQG�����ORDGV�ZHUH�

GHVLJQHG�IRU�μ�KH�VDLG��´$V�VXFK��WKH�

premium over conventional loads 

LV�QRW�TXLWH�DV�VLJQLÀFDQW�DV�WKRVH�

traditional Gold Medal products.”

I’ll let you go down the price 

comparison rabbit hole, but the bot-

tom line is that Gold Medal Action 

Pistol might just be the ammo to 

help you bring home the gold.

NEVER LET THE MUZZLE POINT AT  
ANYTHING YOU’RE NOT WILLING TO DESTROY

RULE 2

JUNE/JULY 2024 HANDGUNS 9WWW.HANDGUNS.COM
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ASTRA CUB
OLD SCHOOL | BY BOB CAMPBELL

AS I LOOK OVER THE GREAT GUNS OF THE
past, I realize that the majority of 

them have always been cheap. Some 

are as well made as possible for the 

price point; others are ironmongery. 

A very few, such as the Astra Cub—

also known as the Astra 2000—are 

well made of good material but not 

top tier by any means.

:KHQ�,�ÀUVW�EHFDPH�LQWHUHVWHG�

in handguns, the Astra Cub was a 

pistol everyone seemed to own. It 

is a tiny blowback-operated single 

action, measuring 4.4 inches long 

with a 2.2-inch barrel. While tiny, 

the pistol weighs a sturdy 13 ounces 

due to its all-steel construction. A 

single-column magazine holds six 

.22 Short cartridges.

The Cub was manufactured from 

1954 to 1998 but became scarce here 

after the 1968 Gun Control Act. The 

pistol was also offered by Colt as the 

&ROW�-XQLRU�ZLWK�D�QLFH�EOXH�ÀQLVK�

and improved grips. The FIE A27 

was a cheapened version.

The Cub is loosely based on 

Browning-designed self-loading 

pistols. It features a frame-mounted 

combination safety/slide lock. You 

can remove the barrel for cleaning 

ZLWKRXW�IXOO\�ÀHOG�VWULSSLQJ�WKH�SLV-

tol. With the slide locked back and 

the magazine removed, the barrel 

is twisted to release the mating of 

locking lugs and frame mortise. The 

slide can then be removed by releas-

ing the slide lock.

7KH�ÀULQJ�PHFKDQLVP�LV�D�W\SLFDO�

single-lever trigger bar as used on 

larger Star and Llama handguns. 

My example features a push-button 

magazine release, but some versions 

have a heel-type release. The Cub 

has a magazine safety. A button on 

the magazine allows depressing the 

follower for loading the magazine.

It isn’t recommended to carry this 

pistol with the chamber loaded. I 

FRQÀUPHG�WKLV�PDQ\�\HDUV�DJR�E\�

testing a Colt Junior used by a cop 

friend for backup. In my shop, I 

placed the muzzle nearly touching a 

phonebook (remember those?) and 

used a blackjack to lightly tap the 

KDPPHU��7KH�SLVWRO�ÀUHG��%XW�WKHQ�

this handgun should be at the end of 

the queue for defensive use anyway.

0\�&XE�ZDV�D�SDZQ�VKRS�ÀQG�DW�D�

fair price. It was glued shut with ac-

cumulated crud, but I took my time, 

and the pistol cleaned up well.

 The grips are clear Lexan or 

something similar. They are well cut 

DQG�ÀW�WKH�IUDPH�QLFHO\��,�VXSSRVH�

at some point the owner may have 

channeled the World War II fashion 

of using clear grips with a girl-

friend’s photo placed inside.

The sights are just a half oval on 

the end of the slide and a bump on 

the rear of the slide that sports a 

tiny groove. They provide a refer-

ence for aiming but not an actual 

sight picture.

The pistol permits a decent hold, 

DOWKRXJK�WKH�SLQN\�ÀQJHU�KDQJV�RII�

the grip. The trigger on this one 

breaks cleanly at 5.7 pounds.

,�ZDV�FXULRXV�WR�ÀUH�WKH�$VWUD��,�

had on hand a few Remington car-

tridges and managed to locate a box 

of CCI .22 Short. Each 29-grain load 

averaged just under 700 fps in the 

Cub’s truncated barrel.

Surprisingly, the pistol was fairly 

UHOLDEOH��7KH�PDJD]LQH�IHG�WKH�ÀUVW�

ÀYH�FDUWULGJHV�ZHOO��ZKLOH�WKH�ODVW�

cartridge popped into the ejection 

port at an angle. Recoil is practi-

FDOO\�DEVHQW��,�SXW�ÀYH�KROHV�LQWR�WKH�

X-ring of a B27 target, about a three-

LQFK�JURXS��DW�ÀYH�\DUGV�

This is a well made, interesting 

and amusing piece of history. You 

can buy average examples of the 

Astra Cub for around $250, but I was 

VXUSULVHG�WR�ÀQG�VRPH�UHDOO\�QLFH�

ones coming in just under $500.

<
 The tiny Astra Cub was a six-shot .22 Short with rudimentary sights. At 

some point in its life a previous owner swapped the hard plastic grips for 
clear Lexan-type grips.

KEEP YOUR FINGER OFF THE TRIGGER 
UNTIL YOUR SIGHTS ARE ON TARGET

RULE 3
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RULE 4
BE SURE OF YOUR TARGET 

AND WHAT’S BEYOND IT

GET A (BETTER) GRIP
YOUR GRIP ON THE PISTOL IS ONE OF 
WKH�PRVW�VLJQLÀFDQW�IDFWRUV�LQ�GHWHU-

PLQLQJ�DFFXUDF\��([SHUWV�PD\�GLV-

DJUHH�RQ�WKH�EHVW�PHWKRG³IURP�RQH�

KDQG�UHOD[HG�WR�ERWK�KDQGV�FUXVK-

LQJ�WKH�SLVWRO³EXW�UHJDUGOHVV�RI�KRZ�

\RX�JULS�\RXU�KDQGJXQ��\RX�QHHG�

WR�KDYH�HQRXJK�IRUHDUP�DQG�KDQG�

VWUHQJWK�WR�FRQWURO�WKH�UHSHDWHG�

VPDOO�H[SORVLRQV�RXW�LQ�IURQW�RI�\RX�

,·YH�EHHQ�DQ�DYLG�VKRRWHU�IRU�

WKH�SDVW�VL[�\HDUV��DQG�WKURXJK�P\�

5HVXOWV�3HUVRQDO�7UDLQLQJ�EXVLQHVV�

DQG�REVERSINGTHETREND.NET�ZHEVLWH��

,�ZRUN�ZLWK�PLGGOH�DJHG�PHQ�DQG�

FRPSHWLWLYH�VKRRWHUV�ZKR�ZDQW�WR�

JHW�LQ�EHWWHU�VKDSH��+HUH�DUH�WKUHH�

HVVHQWLDO�JULS�DQG�IRUHDUP�VWUHQJWK-

HQLQJ�H[HUFLVHV�,�OLNH�WR�JLYH�WR�P\�

VKRRWLQJ�FOLHQWV�

)LUVW��SLQFK�JULS�UHYHUVH�EDUEHOO�

FXUOV��D�VLPSOH�PRYHPHQW�WKDW�SD\V�

ELJ�GLYLGHQGV��0DQ\�RI�XV�VKRRW�

ZLWK�D�UHOD[HG�GRPLQDQW�WKXPE�DQG�

DFWLYHO\�FUXVK�RXU�VXSSRUW�ÀQJHUV�

DURXQG�WKH�JXQ��7KLV�PRYHPHQW�

LPSURYHV�WKDW�DELOLW\�

(YHU\RQH�KDV�GRQH�EDUEHOO�FXUOV��

EXW�IRU�WKHVH�\RX�JULS�WKH�EDU�ZLWK�

\RXU�SDOPV�GRZQ�DQG�WKXPEV�RYHU�

WKH�WRS��:LWK�WKH�EDU�KHOG�VWUDLJKW�

GRZQ�LQ�IURQW�RI�\RX��FXUO�LW�XS��NHHS-

LQJ�\RXU�ZULVWV�ORFNHG�LQ�SODFH�

7KLV�PRYHPHQW�ZRUNV�WKH�VLGH�RI�

\RXU�ELFHSV��WKH�EUDFKLDOLV�DQG�WKH�

PHDW\�IURQW�RI�\RXU�IRUHDUPV��DQG�

VLQFH�\RXU�WKXPEV�DUH�RYHU�WKH�WRS�

LQVWHDG�RI�ZUDSSHG�DURXQG�WKH�EDU��

\RXU�ÀQJHUV�DUH�SLQFKLQJ�KDUG�WR�

KROG�WKH�EDU��

6HFRQG��H[WHQVRU�WUDLQLQJ��6LPSO\�

SXW��WKLV�VWUHQJWKHQV�\RXU�KDQG�WR�

RSHQ��:K\�ZRXOG�\RX�WUDLQ�\RXU�

KDQG�WR�RSHQ�ZKHQ�WKH�SULPDU\�DFW�

RI�VKRRWLQJ�D�JXQ�LQYROYHV�FORVLQJ�

\RXU�KDQG�DV�WLJKWO\�DV�SRVVLEOH"�%\�

VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�WKH�ÁH[RUV�DQG�H[WHQ-

VRUV��\RX�DFKLHYH�D�PRUH�VWDEOH�DQG�

UHVLOLHQW�JULS��UHGXFLQJ�WKH�ULVN�RI�

RYHUXVH�LQMXULHV�

7KH�HDVLHVW�ZD\�WR�GR�WKLV�H[HUFLVH�

LV�WR�WDNH�D�ELJ��WKLFN�UXEEHU�EDQG�

DQG�SXW�LW�DURXQG�\RXU�ÀQJHUWLSV��

WKHQ�RSHQ�\RXU�KDQG�DOO�WKH�ZD\��

([HUFLVHV�OLNH�WKLV�SURYLGH�FRPSOHWH�

GHYHORSPHQW�RI�KDQG�DQG�ZULVW�

PXVFOHV��XOWLPDWHO\�HQKDQFLQJ�RYHU-

DOO�KDQG�SHUIRUPDQFH��

7KLUG��JHW�VRPH�&DSWDLQV�RI�&UXVK�

KDQG�JULSSHUV�IURP�,URQ0LQG��7KHVH�

DUH�VLPSOH�OLWWOH�PHWDO�JULSSHUV�WKDW�

FDQ�EH�SXUFKDVHG�RQ�$PD]RQ��7KH\�

FRPH�LQ����GLIIHUHQW�VL]HV��,�UHFRP-

PHQG�SXUFKDVLQJ�DQ�HDV\�RQH�DQG�D�

GLIÀFXOW�RQH��$OO�\RX�GR�LV�VTXHH]H�

LW�VKXW�XQWLO�WKH�PHWDO�HQGV�WRXFK��

:RUN�WKH�OLJKW�RQH�ZLWK�KLJKHU�UHSV��

OLNH����WR�����WR�EXLOG�HQGXUDQFH��

:RUN�WKH�KHDYLHU�RQH�ZLWK�IHZHU�

UHSV��OLNH�ÀYH��WR�GHYHORS�PD[LPXP�

VWUHQJWK�

(YHU\RQH�KDV�D�WKHRU\�RQ�SURSHU�

SLVWRO�JULS��>Ed. note: Richard 

Nance covered this very topic in our 

October/November 2022 issue, and 

you can read it at HANDGUNS.COM�@�

+RZHYHU��,�FDQ�JXDUDQWHH�WKDW�LI�\RX�

FDQ�JHW�VWURQJHU�IURP�\RXU�XSSHU�

DUPV�WR�\RXU�KDQGV��\RX·OO�EH�DEOH�WR�

FRQWURO�WKH�JXQ�EHWWHU��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�

\RXU�WHFKQLTXH�³Corey Howard

<
 Devices like the Captains of Crush are easy to use but pay big dividends in 

terms of strength and endurance. <  Pinch-grip reverse curls (l.) work the 
arms and fingers, while extensor training (r.) enhances overall hand strength.

THREE WAYS TO IMPROVE GRIP STRENGTH—AND YOUR SHOOTING.



SEE ALL OUR 
NEW PRODUCTS

hornady.com/new

NOW AVAILABLE
FROM HORNADY®

Hornady BLACK®

40 GR. V-MAX®

Critical Defense®

40 GR. FTX®

800-338-3220 | HORNADY.COM

Critical Defense,® Your Best Defense for 

Personal Protection, features the 40 gr FTX®

bullet with Flex Tip® technology making Critical Defense®

the best 5.7x28 defense ammunition available.

Hornady BLACK® with the 40 gr V-MAX® is a truly versatile 

option that delivers outstanding shooting performance.



AT YOUR FINGERTIPS
HANDGUNS TV AND MORE ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE MOTV APP.

IF YOU SIMPLY CAN’T GET ENOUGH GUNS
and shooting, the My Outdoor TV 

(MOTV) app is a resource like no 

other, a curated treasure trove of 

ÀUHDUPV��DQG�RXWGRRU�RULHQWHG�WHOH�

vision shows and videos.

)RU�H[DPSOH��0279�RIIHUV�QLQH�

seasons—102 episodes—of “Hand�

JXQVμ��IRUPHUO\�´+DQGJXQV�	�

Defensive Weapons”) alone. The 

VKRZ�IRFXVHV�SULPDULO\�RQ�SHUVRQDO�

protection and includes plenty of 

recreational shooting activities such 

DV�SOLQNLQJ�DQG�DFWLRQ�VKRRWLQJ�FRP�

petitions. 

It features reviews of the latest 

ÀUHDUPV��DPPXQLWLRQ�DQG�VKRRWLQJ�

accessories, as well as advice on 

PDUNVPDQVKLS��JXQ�KDQGOLQJ��VHOI�

defense techniques and a host of 

 | MOTV | STAFF REPORT

RWKHU�KDQGJXQ�UHODWHG�WRSLFV�

%XW�ZDLW��WKHUH·V�PRUH��7KHUH�

DUH����SOXV�VHDVRQV�RI�WKH�SRSXODU�

´*XQV�	�$PPRμ�WHOHYLVLRQ�VKRZV��

HQFRPSDVVLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�����

episodes available on the app. You 

can also check out past episodes of 

shows like “Gun Stories,” “The Gun�

father,” “Hollywood Weapons” and 

“Shootout Lane.”

In addition to the HD episodes, 

WKHUH�DUH�VKRUW�IRUP�YLGHRV�HQFRP�

SDVVLQJ�KRZ�WR�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�DQG�

gun history topics you can watch 

DQ\WLPH��DQ\ZKHUH�

I think Handguns readers will re�

DOO\�DSSUHFLDWH�0279·V�VKRUW�IRUP�

HD videos covering a wide variety of 

VHOI�GHIHQVH�WRSLFV��7KHVH�YLGHRV�DUH�

SHUIHFW�IRU�VKDULQJ�ZLWK�IDPLO\�PHP�

EHUV�WR�UHLQIRUFH�WKH�ÀQHU�SRLQWV�

of keeping yourself safe. Like the 

show episodes, the videos are true 

+'�TXDOLW\�IRU�WKH�XOWLPDWH�YLHZLQJ�

experience.

$QG�LI�\RXU�WDVWHV�UXQ�WR�WKH�ZLGHU�

outdoor world—including hunt�

LQJ�DQG�ÀVKLQJ³WKHUH�DUH�D�WRQ�RI�

shows and additional content cover�

ing these.

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�VWUHDPLQJ�YLGHR��\RX�

can take this content with you, down�

loading content for later viewing 

when you’re without internet access.

MOTV is available on the Web, as 

ZHOO�DV�$SSOH�DQG�$QGURLG�SODW�

IRUPV��,QWHUHVWHG"�6LPSO\�JR�WR�MY 

OUTDOORTV.COM and subscribe today. 

Monthly subscriptions are $10, and 

you can get a year for $99.
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N8’S SUPER HOLSTER
MULTIFLEX OFFERS VERSATILITY THAT FAR EXCEEDS THE COMPETITION.
MILLIONS OF AMERICANS CARRY CON-
FHDOHG�ÀUHDUPV�HYHU\�GD\��DQG�WKLV�

KDV�SURPSWHG�KROVWHU�PDQXIDFWXU-

HUV�WR�RIIHU�LQQRYDWLYH�DQG�HIIHFWLYH�

QHZ�SURGXFWV��)HZ�RI�WKHVH�RIIHU�WKH�

OHYHO�RI�YHUVDWLOLW\�IRXQG�RQ�WKH�QHZ�

1��7DFWLFDO�0XOWL)OH[�+ROVWHU�

6LQFH�LW�LV�FRQYHUWLEOH�WR�LQVLGH�

WKH�ZDLVWEDQG�RU�RXWVLGH�WKH�ZDLVW-

EDQG�FRQÀJXUDWLRQV�DQG�IXQFWLRQV�

ZLWK�PXOWLSOH�ÀUHDUP�PRGHOV��WKH�

1��7DFWLFDO�0XOWL)OH[�VHUYHV�GRXEOH�

GXW\�DV�D�UDQJH�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�FDUU\�

KROVWHU��&RQVWUXFWHG�IRU�GXUDELO-

LW\�ZLWK�TXDOLW\�FRPSRQHQWV��LW·V�DQ�

RXWVWDQGLQJ�YDOXH�DW�MXVW�����

,·YH�GHYHORSHG�D�V\VWHP�IRU�HYDOX-

DWLQJ�KROVWHUV�EDVHG�RQ�ZKDW�,�EH-

OLHYH�WR�EH�WKH�ÀYH�NH\�FRPSRQHQWV�

RI�WKHLU�GHVLJQ�DQG�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��

YHUVDWLOLW\��FRPIRUW��GXUDELOLW\��VHFX-

ULW\�DQG�ÀUHDUP�DFFHVVLELOLW\��+HUH·V�

KRZ�WKH�1��7DFWLFDO�0XOWL)OH[�SHU-

IRUPV�LQ�HDFK�RI�WKRVH�FDWHJRULHV�

7KH�ELJJHVW�WKLQJ�WKDW�VHWV�WKH�1��

7DFWLFDO�0XOWL)OH[�DSDUW�IURP�WKH�

FRPSHWLWLRQ�LV�YHUVDWLOLW\��7KHUH�DUH�

RQO\�WZR�VL]HV�RI�0XOWL)OH[�KROVWHU�

DYDLODEOH��FRPSDFW�DQG�IXOO�VL]H��,I�

\RX�UROOHG�\RXU�H\HV�DW�WKH�RQH�VL]H�

ÀWV�DOO�VDOHV�SLWFK��WKDW·V�XQGHU-

VWDQGDEOH��VRPH�SDVW�KROVWHU�GHVLJQV�

SURPLVLQJ�WR�ÀW�´D�PXOWLWXGHμ�RI�

JXQV�UHDOO\�GLGQ·W�ÀW�DQ\�ÀUHDUP�

SDUWLFXODUO\�ZHOO�

7KH�VHFUHW�WR�WKH�0XOWL)OH[·V�

VXFFHVV�LV�D�KROVWHU�SRFNHW�WKDW�LV�

DOPRVW�LQÀQLWHO\�DGMXVWDEOH�IRU�D�

MXVW�ULJKW�ÀW��7KHUH�DUH�VFUHZV�WKDW�

DGMXVW�IRU�VOLGH�ZLGWK�DQG�WULJJHU�

JXDUG�ZLGWK³WKH�UHWHQWLRQ�DQFKRU�

SRLQW�RQ�WKLV�KROVWHU³DQG�DGGL-

WLRQDO�VFUHZV�WKDW�WLJKWHQ�RU�ORRVHQ�

UHWHQWLRQ�VOLGHUV�WR�FRQWURO�VLGH�WR�

VLGH�PRYHPHQW�RI�WKH�ÀUHDUP�

 | ESSENTIALS | By BRAD FITZPATRICK

7KH�WHVW�KROVWHU�ÀW�D�6KDGRZ�6\V-

WHPV�05����DQG�*ORFN�*����ZKLFK�

DUH�GLPHQVLRQDO�GRSSHOJDQJHUV��EXW�

LW�DOVR�ÀW�P\�)1�)16��³D�KROVWHU�

WKDW�FDQ�EH�KDUG�WR�ÀQG�DW�\RXU�ORFDO�

JXQVKRS��1RZ�,�KDYH�RQH�KROVWHU�

WKDW�ZRUNV�IRU�DOO�WKRVH�JXQV��

7KH�0XOWL)OH[�GRHVQ·W�UHTXLUH�DQ�

HQJLQHHULQJ�GHJUHH�WR�JHW�WKH�PRVW�

IURP�LWV�GHVLJQ��:KLOH�,�GLG�VWXPEOH�

RQ�VRPH�RI�WKH�VWHSV�OLVWHG�LQ�WKH�GL-

UHFWLRQV��LW�GLGQ·W�WDNH�ORQJ�WR�ÀJXUH�

LW�RXW�

0DNLQJ�DGMXVWPHQWV�WR�WKH�KROVWHU�

UHTXLUHV�D�3KLOOLSV�VFUHZGULYHU��DQG�

LI�\RX�DUHQ·W�VNLOOHG�DW�HVWLPDWLQJ�

VL]HV�WKHQ�D�UXOHU�PLJKW�EH�KDQG\�

EHFDXVH�PRVW�DFFHVVRULHV�DUH�OD-

EHOHG�E\�OHQJWK������LQFK�VFUHZV������

LQFK�EDUUHOV������LQFK�VFUHZV��HWF���

6R�ORQJ�DV�\RX�NHHS�WKH�LQFOXGHG�

KDUGZDUH�DQG�WKH�GLUHFWLRQV��UHFRQ-

ÀJXULQJ�WKH�KROVWHU�IRU�,:%�RU�2:%�

FDUU\�LVQ·W�GLIÀFXOW��5XQ�WKURXJK�WKH�

VWHSV�D�KDQGIXO�RI�WLPHV�DQG�\RX·OO�

KDYH�PHPRUL]HG�WKH�EDVLF�SURFH-

GXUHV�DQG�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�VZDS�IURP�

2:%�WR�,:%�DQG�EDFN�ZLWKRXW�\RXU�

FKHDW�VKHHW��%XW�LI�\RX�GR�KDSSHQ�

WR�ORVH�WKH�LQVWUXFWLRQV��WKHUH�DUH�

KHOSIXO�YLGHRV�RQ�WKH�1��7DFWLFDO�

ZHEVLWH�

,I�\RX�UXQ�VXSSUHVVRU�KHLJKW�

VLJKWV�DQG�RSWLFV�RQ�\RXU�SLVWRO��

\RX·OO�EH�KDSS\�WR�KHDU�WKHUH·V�DPSOH�

URRP�IRU�ODUJH�RSWLFV�WR�ÀW�LQ�WKLV�

KROVWHU��DQG�WKH�VLJKW�FKDQQHO�LV�

SOHQW\�ODUJH�IRU�HYHQ�WKH�WDOOHVW�LURQ�

VLJKWV�

7KH�KROVWHU�ZLOO�DOVR�IXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�

DQ\�����LQFK�SDGGOH��DGGLQJ�DQRWKHU�

FDUU\�RSWLRQ��0DQ\�KROVWHUV�RIIHU�

WZR�FDUU\�VW\OHV��EXW�YHU\�IHZ�RIIHU�

WKUHH��VR�HYHQ�WKH�SLFNLHVW�JXQ�RZQ-

HU�ZLOO�ÀQG�D�PHWKRG�WKDW�VXLWV�WKHP��

/DVW�EXW�QRW�OHDVW��WKH�0XOWL)OH[�LV�

DYDLODEOH�LQ�OHIW�KDQG�YHUVLRQV�WRR�

&RPIRUW�LV�D�KXJH�IDFWRU�EHFDXVH�

\RX�ZRQ·W�FDUU\�D�KROVWHU�WKDW·V�

XQFRPIRUWDEOH��,Q�2:%�JXLVH��WKH�

0XOWL)OH[�IHDWXUHV�WZR�ODUJH�SRO\-

PHU�EHOW�ORRSV�WKDW�DWWDFK�WR�EHOWV�

XS�WR�����LQFKHV�ZLGH��DQG�ZKHQ�WKH�

KROVWHU�LV�PRXQWHG�RQ�WKH�EHOW�WKH�

VPRRWK�SRO\SURS\OHQH�KROVWHU�VKHOO�

ULGHV�FORVH�WR�WKH�ERG\�EXW�GRHVQ·W�

<
 The MultiFlex is a convertible IWB/OWB holster that fits multiple handguns 

and offers a variety of retention adjustments.
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jab into the waist and is free of 

sharp edges.

After converting the holster to 

DQ�,:%�FRQÀJXUDWLRQ��,�FDUULHG�

the Shadow Systems MR920 in the 

appendix position for the better 

part of a week. I paired the holster 

with a CrossBreed Minimalist nylon 

FDUU\�EHOW��DQG�WKH�FRPELQDWLRQ�

ZRUNHG�YHU\�ZHOO�WR�VHFXUHO\�KROG�

WKH�ÀUHDUP�FORVH�WR�WKH�ERG\�ZLWKRXW�

jabbing or poking.

Appendix carry isn’t always a 

FRPIRUWDEOH�SRVLWLRQ��HVSHFLDOO\�

for those who’ve notched few extra 

KROHV�LQ�RXU�EHOWV��EXW�WKH�VPRRWK�

EDFNLQJ�RI�WKH�IXOO�VL]H�0XOWL)OH[�

makes it ride close to the body with�

RXW�FDXVLQJ�SDLQ��7KH�FXUYHG�FRQ�

WRXU�NHHSV�WKH�JXQ�FORVH�EXW�GRHVQ·W�

interfere with normal activity.

7KH�0XOWL)OH[�FDQ�DOVR�EH�URWDWHG�

WR�ZHDU�LQ�RWKHU�,:%�SRVLWLRQV�VXFK�

DV�VWURQJ�VLGH�KLS�FDUU\��ZKLFK�LV�

generally more comfortable for 

ODUJHU�JXQ�RZQHUV��5HJDUGOHVV�RI�

WKH�SRVLWLRQ��WKLV�KROVWHU�FDUULHV�

FRPIRUWDEO\�HQRXJK�IRU�GDLO\�FDUU\�

$�KROVWHU�LVQ·W�ZRUWK�PXFK�LI�LW�

IDOOV�DSDUW�RQ�\RX��DQG�WKH�0XOWL�

)OH[�JHWV�KLJK�VFRUHV�LQ�GXUDELOLW\��

Polypropylene holds shape and 

IXQFWLRQV�QRUPDOO\�LQ�WHPSHUDWXUHV�

UDQJLQJ�IURP�����WR�����GHJUHHV��DQG�

since polypropylene is resistant to 

PRLVWXUH�\RX�ZRQ·W�QHHG�WR�ZRUU\�

that the holster body will be dam�

DJHG�E\�SURORQJHG�GDLO\�H[SRVXUH�

to the cocktail of salts and lipids in 

KXPDQ�VZHDW�

7KH�PHWDO�VFUHZV�DQG�ZDVKHUV�

HDUQ�D�KLJK�VFRUH��WRR��7KH�WKUHDGV�

and screw heads are clean and 

VWXUG\�HQRXJK�IRU�PXOWLSOH�FRQYHU�

VLRQV��DQG�WKH�UXEEHU�´EDUUHOVμ�GRQ·W�

VHHP�EULWWOH�DQG�KROG�XS�ZHOO�WR�

KHDY\�WRUTXH�

7KH�PHWDO�FOLSV�IRU�,:%�FDUU\�

DUH�VWXUG\�DQG�RIIHU�MXVW�WKH�ULJKW�

DPRXQW�RI�ÁH[�WR�LQVWDOO�UHPRYH�

WKH�KROVWHU��,�VXSSRVH�ZLWK�HQRXJK�

VZDS�RXWV�EHWZHHQ�,:%�DQG�2:%�

\RX�FRXOG�HYHQWXDOO\�ZHDU�RXW�WKH�

KDUGZDUH��EXW�,�WKLQN�WKDW�ZRXOG�

UHTXLUH�KXQGUHGV�RI�FKDQJHV�

I’m skeptical when anyone tells 

PH�WKDW�D�PXOWL�ÀW�KROVWHU�LV�VHFXUH��

EXW�WKH�0XOWL)OH[·V�YDULHG�DGMXVW�

PHQW�SRLQWV�PHDQ�\RX�FDQ�HIIHF�

WLYHO\�FXVWRPL]H�WKH�KROVWHU�WR�WKDW�

MXVW�ULJKW�UHWHQWLRQ��/RRVHQ�WKH�UHDU�

VFUHZ�D�KDOI�WXUQ�DQG�\RX·OO�EH�DEOH�

to draw with less effort on range 

GD\V��$IWHUZDUGV��WLJKWHQ�WKH�VFUHZV�

for daily IWB carry.

,W�GRHVQ·W�RIIHU�PXOWL�VWHS�UHWHQ�

WLRQ�GHYLFHV�OLNH�VRPH�GXW\�KROVWHUV��

EXW�WKH�0XOWL)OH[�ZLOO�KROG�\RXU�JXQ�

in place with an appropriate level of 

retention.

7KH�0XOWL)OH[�IHDWXUHV�D����GH�

JUHH�FDQW�WKDW�DQJOHV�WKH�JXQ�IRU�DQ�

RSWLPXP�GUDZ�VWURNH�ZKLOH�UHPDLQ�

LQJ�FRQFHDODEOH��7KH�VXPPHUV�LQ�

2KLR�DUH�XVXDOO\�KRW�DQG�DOZD\V�

KXPLG��VR�OLJKW�FRYHU�JDUPHQWV�DUH�

the order of the day. Holsters that 

DOORZ�DQ\�SDUW�RI�WKH�JXQ�WR�ULGH�

DZD\�IURP�WKH�ERG\�QRW�RQO\�FDXVH�

SULQWLQJ�EXW�DOVR�UHVXOW�LQ�KDQJ�XSV�

ZKLOH�GUDZLQJ�EHFDXVH�WKH�JXQ�FDQ�

JUDE�WKH�KHP�RI�\RXU�FORWKLQJ��7KH�

0XOWL)OH[�NHHSV�WKH�JXQ�FORVH�WR�WKH�

ERG\��DQG�HYHQ�XQGHU�OLJKW�FORWKLQJ�

the holster was easy to conceal and 

access.

0\�ÀQDO�FRQFHUQV�ZKHQ�VHOHFWLQJ�

D�KROVWHU�DUH�DHVWKHWLFV�DQG�YDOXH��

/LNH�0U��)RUG·V�UHYROXWLRQDU\�0RGHO�

7��WKH�0XOWL)OH[�LV�DYDLODEOH�LQ�EODFN�

DQG�EODFN�DORQH��VR�LI�\RX·UH�VHDUFK�

ing for an electric green snakeskin 

SULQW�RQ�\RXU�KROVWHU��WKHQ�\RX·OO�

KDYH�WR�VKRS�HOVHZKHUH��$FWX�

DOO\��WKH�0XOWL)OH[�ORRNV�YHU\�JRRG�

FRPSDUHG�WR�PRVW�RWKHU�PXOWL�ÀW�KRO�

VWHUV��ZKLFK�FDQ�ORRN�DQG�IHHO�OLNH�D�

EULFN�VWUDSSHG�WR�\RXU�EHOW�

9DOXH�LV�H[FHOOHQW������IRU�D�VW\OLVK�

PXOWL�ÀW�KROVWHU�WKDW�DFWXDOO\�ZRUNV"�

7KDW·V�PRQH\�ZHOO�VSHQW��1��7DFWLFDO�

has done an excellent job creating a 

VOHHN�PXOWL�ÀW�KROVWHU��D�JRDO�,�ZDVQ·W�

FHUWDLQ�FRXOG�EH�DFKLHYHG�

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM JUNE/JULY 2024 HANDGUNS 17
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 Four Phillips screws control width adjustment and retention on the gun’s 
trigger guard. The two sliders, accessed from underneath with a No. 1 
Phillips, eliminate any side-to-side play.
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CRISSCROSS
HOW TO DEAL WITH CROSS-EYE DOMINANCE.

WITH YOUR PALMS FACING AWAY, RAISE
your hands to eye level and ex-

tend your arms. Rotate your wrists 

LQZDUG��DOORZLQJ�WKH�ÀQJHUV�RI�RQH�

hand to overlap the other, stacking 

\RXU�WKXPEV�WR�IRUP�WKH�EDVH�RI�D�

hollow triangle. Peer through the 

triangular void between your hands 

at a nearby object. Now, close one 

H\H��,I�WKH�REMHFW�LV�VWLOO�YLVLEOH��WKH�

eye that’s open is your dominant 

H\H��,I�\RX�FORVH�WKH�RWKHU�H\H��\RX·OO�

notice the object you were look-

ing at appears to move outside the 

triangle.

,I�\RXU�GRPLQDQW�H\H�GRHV�QRW�FRU-

respond with your dominant hand, 

you’re considered cross-eye domi-

nant. For a handgun shooter, this 

can be troublesome, but you do have 

options.

Many handgun shooters with this 

DIÁLFWLRQ�FRPSHQVDWH�E\�WLOWLQJ�WKHLU�

head to better align their dominant 

eye with the gun’s sights. The “head 

WLOWμ�WHFKQLTXH�ZRUNV�IRU�VRPH�

people. But it certainly doesn’t seem 

FRPIRUWDEOH��HVSHFLDOO\�WR�PDLQWDLQ�

IRU�DQ�H[WHQGHG�SHULRG�

$QRWKHU�RSWLRQ�IRU�FURVV�H\H�GRP-

inant handgunners is to tilt the gun 

rather than their head. This accom-

SOLVKHV�WKH�VDPH�JRDO�RI�JHWWLQJ�WKH�

VLJKWV�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�GRPLQDQW�H\H�

EXW�NHHSV�\RX�IURP�KDYLQJ�WR�FUDQH�

\RXU�QHFN��2I�FRXUVH��DOLJQLQJ�VLJKWV�

and shooting with the handgun 

tilted presents its own challenges 

and is bound to take some getting 

used to.

For some, the solution may involve 

VSOLWWLQJ�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�E\�WLOWLQJ�

their head toward the gun and the 

gun toward their head. While this 

may seem like a good idea, the more 

 | EN GARDE | By RICHARD NANCE 

variables introduced, the harder it 

will be to aim consistently.

,I��IRU�LQVWDQFH��\RX�GRQ·W�PRYH�

your head as much or you move your 

gun too much, there will be a delay 

as you make the necessary correc-

tions. This may not be a big deal at 

WKH�UDQJH��EXW�LQ�D�VHOI�GHIHQVH�VLWX-

ation a delay in aiming could carry 

GLUH�FRQVHTXHQFHV��$QG�LI�HYHU�WKHUH�

was a time when you would be apt 

to miscalculate the degree to which 

your head or gun must tilt, it would 

EH�GXULQJ�WKH�VWUHVV�RI�D�GHDGO\�

IRUFH�HQFRXQWHU�

$Q�DOWHUQDWLYH�DLPLQJ�VROXWLRQ�IRU�

the cross-eye-dominant handgunner 

is to simply stage the gun under the 

GRPLQDQW�H\H�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�GUDZ�

stroke. Then you can drive the gun 

WR�WKH�WDUJHW��ZLWK�WKH�VLJKWV�LQ�IURQW�

RI�\RXU�GRPLQDQW�H\H�

7KLV�ZLOO�SUREDEO\�IHHO�PRUH�

natural than tilting your head or the 

gun, or both, and driving the gun 

RXW�IURP�EHORZ�\RXU�GRPLQDQW�H\H�LV�

PRUH�HIÀFLHQW�DQG�IDVWHU��+HUH·V�KRZ�

it works.

5HJDUGOHVV�RI�H\H�GRPLQDQFH��

your draw stroke should involve 

EULQJLQJ�WKH�JXQ�XS�IURP�WKH�KRO-

ster to your chest as you orient the 

muzzle to the threat. The only tweak 

IRU�WKH�FURVV�H\H�GRPLQDQW�VKRRWHU�

is to move the pistol across the 

body’s centerline about six inches or 

so until it’s below the dominant eye. 

From there, drive the gun to the 

target, aligning the sights as your 

arms extend.

While shooting with both eyes 

RSHQ�DIIRUGV�\RX�D�EHWWHU�ÀHOG�RI�

view, enhanced depth perception 

and aids in situational awareness, 

VKRRWHUV�PD\�EHQHÀW�IURP�FORVLQJ�

or at least squinting their non-

GRPLQDQW�H\H�WR�EHWWHU�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�

VLJKWV��SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�IURQW�VLJKW�

Whether or not squinting or even 

closing an eye is required depends 

RQ�WKH�SUR[LPLW\�DQG�LPPHGLDF\�RI�

the threat as well as the degree 

<

 To test eye dominance, cross your hands to form a triangle. Close one eye 
and  focus on an object through the triangle, then try the other eye. Which-
ever eye leaves the object visible in the triangle is your dominant eye.
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of precision required. Inside 

10 yards or so, when targeting the 

chest, you probably won’t need to 

squint. But making a head shot at 

15 yards may require it. If you must 

squint or close your non-dominant 

eye to shoot, open it back up as soon 

as possible.

,·YH�KHDUG�LQVWUXFWRUV�ÁLSSDQWO\�

suggest cross-eye-dominant shoot-

ers learn to shoot the pistol with 

the hand that corresponds to their 

dominant eye, as if it were an easy 

task. Learning to shoot a handgun is 

challenging enough without hav-

ing to control it primarily with your 

less-coordinated hand. And if you’re 

a left-eye-dominant, right-handed 

shooter gripping primarily with the 

left hand, the magazine release and 

slide catch will be on the “wrong” 

side with most pistols.

Of course, rather than change 

the hand that holds the gun, you 

could change the eye you aim with. 

Occluded-eye drills like shooting 

with your dominant shooting glass-

es’ lens covered with tape can force 

your non-dominant eye to take over. 

With considerable practice, this may 

work, but I’m not sure how feasible it 

is for the average shooter to change 

eye dominance. I also don’t know 

whether such a retraining of eye 

dominance would hold up under the 

duress of an attack or if you would 

revert to your body’s naturally domi-

nant eye to aim.

Another consideration for cross-

eye-dominant shooters is to use a 

red-dot sight. Since a red dot places 

the aiming point and the target on 

the same visual plane, it’s easier to 

use than traditional sights, which 

must be aligned vertically and hori-

zontally. For the cross-eye-dominant 

shooter, a red-dot sight provides a 

wider margin of error than tradi-

tional sights, which must be directly 

in front of your dominant eye to be 

effective.

 | EN GARDE 
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Actual size is 40.6 mm

WORLD’S MOST POPULAR SILVER COIN 
JUST RELEASED! 2024 Silver Eagles Struck in 99.9% Pure Silver!

Asset Marketing Services, LLC d/b/a GovMint is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affi liated 
with the U.S. government. The collectible coin market is unregulated, highly speculative and involves risk. Prices, facts, 
fi gures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of publication but may change signifi cantly over time. All pur-
chases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of AMS’s Terms and Conditions (www.amsi-corp.com/terms-
conditions); to decline, return your purchase pursuant to our Return Policy (www.amsi-corp.com/product-return-policy). 
Keeping your purchase means you agree to the Terms and Conditions. © 2024 GovMint. All rights reserved.

GovMint • 1300 Corporate Center Curve 
Dept. SRE431-03, Eagan, MN 55121

OR CALL US TOLL FREE:
M-F 8am-8pm CT / S-S 10am-5pm CT

1-888-201-7151
Offer Code SRE431-03

Please mention this code when you call.

TO LEARN TODAY’S PRICE, 
VISIT US 24/7 ONLINE AT:

GOVMINT.COM/SRE

The Most Important Coin in the 
Modern Era. Brand New for 2024!
First struck in 1986, American Silver Eagles 
are the most collected, best-selling coins 
anywhere. 

+ 99.9% Pure Silver  — The American Eagle 
Silver Dollar series was the first to be struck 
in 99.99% silver.

+  Minted Since 1986  — The Silver Eagle 
was launched after President Ronald Reagan 
signed the Liberty Coin Act.

+  Large One-Ounce Silver Dollar — A Full 
40.6 mm Diameter

+  Uncirculated Condition — Newly Minted, 
Untouched, Bright and Shiny Coins!

+  Guaranteed Lowest Prices  — You will 
receive the best price on 2024 American 
Silver Eagles anywhere!

Don’t Wait — 
NOW Is the Time to Buy!

Order now to lock in our low prices, and your 
2024 U.S. Silver Dollars will ship directly to 
your door—yours to cherish and pass down 
for generations! Conveniently order online or 
call right this minute!

FREE $25 Bonus Pack!
When you order now, you’ll receive a BONUS, 
new and improved Collectors Pack, valued at 
$25, FREE with your order. 

Buy More, Save More! 
Buy more, save more. FREE Shipping 
on qualifying orders. 30-Day 
Satisfaction Guarantee!

FREE SHIPPING: Limited time only. Product total over $99 before taxes (if any). Standard domestic 
shipping only. Not valid on previous purchases. 
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 (From top): all-black TRP, TRP Classic, TRP Classic 4.25, TRP 
4.25 CC



SPRINGFIELD UPDATES ITS 
ICONIC TRP 1911 TO SUIT THE 
MODERN HANDGUNNER.

   BY KEITH WOOD

JUNE/JULY 2024 HANDGUNS 23

n the 1990s, the FBI’s elite 

Hostage Rescue Team (HRT) 

went looking for a new hand-

gun. By 1998 its search led the 

agency to a full-size 1911 built 

E\�WKH�6SULQJÀHOG�$UPRU\�&XVWRP�

Shop, known as the Professional 

Model. Later, a similar model was 

chosen to equip the bureau’s re-

JLRQDO�6:$7�WHDPV�

The development of those hand-

JXQV�OHG�6SULQJÀHOG�$UPRU\�WR�

offer a production handgun for the 

civilian market based on the pistols 

developed for the FBI. The result 

was the Tactical Response Pistol 

(TRP), an enhanced 1911 with many 

of the bells and whistles that, in 

those days, you’d expect to see only 

on a custom pistol.

The 1911 TRP has remained a 

PDLQVWD\�RI�WKH�6SULQJÀHOG�FDWDORJ�

ever since, but for 2024 the compa-

ny has revamped the entire lineup 

ZLWK�QHZ�IHDWXUHV��ÀQLVKHV�DQG�

FRQÀJXUDWLRQV�

Two decades ago, my brother and 

I chipped in and bought my father a 

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM

VWDLQOHVV�VWHHO�6SULQJÀHOG�$UPRU\�

753�IRU�)DWKHU·V�'D\��$W�WKH�WLPH��

the TRP had graced the covers 

RI�DOO�WKH�JUHDW�ÀUHDUPV titles, 

and we had to have one. He has a 

decent supply of 1911s, but this gun 

became his go-to. That TRP has 

remained accurate, reliable and 

trouble-free ever since.

,·YH�RZQHG�RWKHU�6SULQJÀHOG�

1911s along the way and, needless 

to say, I am a fan. Things change, 

though, and some of the design ele-

ments that made the TRP a cutting-

edge pistol at its release had been 

surpassed by industry competitors. 

Thus, the refresh.

For 2024, the 1911 TRP lineup 

consists of four basic models. For 

starters, there is the TRP, a full-

VL]H�SLVWRO�ZLWK�D�ÀYH�LQFK�EDUUHO�

and an accessory rail forged into 

the frame. There is also the TRP 

&ODVVLF��DQRWKHU�IXOO�VL]H�PRGHO�EXW�

with the traditional non-railed dust 

cover.

Moving to the more compact vari-

DQWV��WKHUH�LV�D�&RPPDQGHU�VL]H�

753�&ODVVLF������DV�ZHOO�DV�D�753�

�����&&��&DUU\�&RQWRXU��ZLWK�D�UDLO��

Included in the complete lineup 

DUH�&DOLIRUQLD�FRPSOLDQW�PRGHOV�

DV�ZHOO�DV�RSWLRQDO�JXQV�ÀQLVKHG�LQ�

&R\RWH�%URZQ�&HUDNRWH��,�UHFHLYHG�

samples of the four primary guns 

and tested them extensively.

The 1911 TRPs are built from 

forged frames and slides that are 

then machined to spec. These 

handguns are constructed using a 

combination of forged/machined, 

cast and metal-injection-molded 

parts. I love an all-billet gun as 

much as the next guy, but this con-

struction can drive up production 

SULFHV�FRQVLGHUDEO\��6SULQJÀHOG�

$UPRU\�SURGXFHV�D�ORW�RI�����V��DQG�

it has a handle on building these 

JXQV�HIÀFLHQWO\�DQG�PHHWLQJ�D�SULFH�

point while maintaining accuracy 

and reliability.

The slides are cut with angled 

cocking serrations at both the 

front and rear. Ejection ports are 

ORZHUHG�DQG�ÁDUHG�EDFN�IRU�PD[L-

mum clearance of spent cases. The 

&ODVVLF�PRGHOV�KDYH�WUDGLWLRQDO�

stirrup cuts on the slide that taper 

down to meet the frame, but the 

railed versions have ball-end mill 

cuts that radius to meet the angled 

frame rails.

The tops of the slides are ma-

FKLQHG�ÁDW�DQG�VHUUDWHG�WKH�IXOO�

length. Dovetails are cut securing 

both the front and rear sights. It 

EHDUV�QRWLQJ�WKDW�6SULQJÀHOG�$U-

mory 1911s use a proprietary front 

sight dovetail, so only aftermarket 

sights designed for them are com-

patible.

The TRPs come equipped with 

Heinie-style Tactical Rack three-

dot tritium sights with serrated 

blade surfaces. These high-quality 

sights provide a classic square-

notch sight picture but with the 

low-light capabilities of tritium.

753V�DUH�ÀWWHG�ZLWK�KDPPHU�

forged 1:16 twist stainless steel 

match barrels that use a traditional 

1911 front bushing. The barrels 

WDSHU�GRZQ�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�������



A TACTICAL RESPONSE

24 HANDGUNS JUNE/JULY 2024

inch behind the muzzle sec-

tion that engages with the bushing, 

which should aid reliability.

7KH�ÀYH�LQFK�753�DQG�753�&ODV-

sic models use the standard ramped 

frame while the 4.25-inch guns are 

ÀWWHG�ZLWK�UDPSHG�EDUUHOV�ZLWK�

fully supported chambers. Depend-

ing on the model, the barrels are 

left raw or nitrided black. A small 

notch where the barrel hood meets 

WKH�VOLGH�VHUYHV�DV�D�ORDGHG�FKDP-

ber indicator. Each of the barrels 

on my test samples locked up tightly 

with no sign of barrel squat or other 

undesired play.

7KH�ÀYH�LQFK�JXQV�XVH�D�WZR�

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM

piece guide rod recoil system with 

a 17-pound recoil spring. This 

requires a 5/32-inch hex wrench for 

disassembly.

7KH�753������&ODVVLF�DQG�753�

�����&&�XVH�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�*,�VW\OH�

recoil spring plug and short guide 

URG��,�SUHIHU�WKH�VLPSOLFLW\�RI�WKH�

latter system, and with a few inex-

SHQVLYH�SDUWV�\RX�FDQ�HDVLO\�FRQYHUW�

WKH�ÀYH�LQFK�PRGHOV�WR�WKLV�VLPSOH�

arrangement.

$OO�IRXU������753�PRGHOV�DUH�

built on full-size forged carbon steel 

frames. Unlike some of the radically 

high-cut frontstraps we are seeing 

nowadays, the frame maintains 

WKH�EDVLF�*RYHUQPHQW�PRGHO�JULS�

dimensions.

The frontstraps are machined 

with 20 lines-per-inch checker-

LQJ�WKDW�LV�VKDUS�DQG�HYHQ��&RP-

bined with the checkering on the 

mainspring housing and the VZ 

*����+\GUD�JULSV��WKH�VXUIDFHV�DUH�

H[WUHPHO\�DJJUHVVLYH��7KHUH·V�QR�

need to worry about these guns slip-

ping out of your hands, but they can 

EH�KDUG�RQ�VNLQ�RYHU�WLPH��%HDU�LQ�

mind that these guns were designed 

WR�EH�XVHG�E\�6:$7�RIÀFHUV��ZKR�

DUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�ZHDULQJ�JORYHV�

With the exception of the 4.25 

&&��WKH������753V�XVH�D�WZR�SLHFH�

mainspring housing with an ex-

WHQGHG�PDJD]LQH�ZHOO��7KH�&&�LV�FXW�

ZLWK�D�EREWDLO�VW\OH�&DUU\�&RQWRXU�

grip to make it more concealable.

7KH�FRQWUROV�DUH�D�PL[�RI�*,�VW\OH�

DQG�HQKDQFHG�SDUWV��7KH�0,0�VOLGH�

stop and magazine release are more 

RU�OHVV�VWDQGDUG�*,��7KH�FDVW�JULS�

VDIHW\�LV�D�KLJK�EHDYHUWDLO�VW\OH�

with a memory bump that contours 

nicely with the frame. The ambi-

dextrous thumb safety, which has 

extended and serrated paddles, is 

also cast.

The trigger shoes are skeleton-

ized with serrated faces. The trig-

JHU�SXOOV�RQ�HDFK�RI�WKH������753V�

WKDW�,�WHVWHG�ZHUH�YHU\�JRRG��ZLWK�

clean, creep-free breaks. They did 

YDU\�D�ELW�LQ�ZHLJKW��DV�IROORZV��753��

����SRXQGV��753�&ODVVLF������SRXQGV��

753�&ODVVLF�����������SRXQGV��DQG�

753������&&������SRXQGV�

<
 The TRP Classics—both five- and 4.25-inch versions—feature black 

Cerakote frames, triggers in the white and stainless finish barrels. All the 
TRPs have G-10 grips and ambidextrous thumb safeties.

SPECIFICATIONS | SPRINGFIELD ARMORY 1911 TRP
 TRP TRP Classic TRP Classic 4.25 TRP 4.25 CC

Caliber .45 ACP .45 ACP .45 ACP .45 ACP

Capacity 8+1 8+1 8+1 7+1

Barrel Length (in.) 5 5 4.25 4.25

Length/Height (in.) 8.6/5.5 8.6/5.5 7.9/5.5 7.9/5.25

Weight 39.2 39.2 35.5 27.3

Construction forged carbon steel slide and frame; G-10 Hydra grips

Accessory Rail yes no no yes

Finish black Cerakote/black or black Cerakote/stainless black Cerakote/stainless Coyote Brown Cerakote/ 

Coyote Brown Cerakote/black black or black Cerakote/black

Sights Tactical Rack 3-dot tritium

Price $1,999 $1,899 $1,899 $1,999

Manufacturer Springfield Armory, SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM
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HARDENED STEEL FEEDLIPS AND FRAME   
FACTORY RELIABILITY
SUPERIOR VISIBILITY
Our mission for the last decade has been to create the world’s best 

magazine. Hard work, relentless testing, and invaluable customer insights 

have fueled our obsessive pursuit of magazine perfection. The pursuit is 

over—Omega has arrived!

The steel frame of Omega enables it to function like a factory mag as 

it reduces friction, increases stiffness, and maintains key tolerances 

for feed reliability. Moreover, the fusion of our legendary polymer                 

with the steel frame, an industry-first, makes Omega superior to all 

other magazines.
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,Q�WHUPV�RI�ÀUH�FRQWURO�SDUWV��

the 1911 TRPs use�D�EOHQG�RI�FRQ�

VWUXFWLRQ�PHWKRGV��7KH�ÀULQJ�SLQV�

DUH�PDGH�IURP�WLWDQLXP��ZLWK�H[WUD�

SRZHUIXO�VSULQJV��7KH�ÀULQJ�SLQ�VWRS�

LV�0,0��DV�DUH�WKH�'HOWD�VW\OH�KDP�

PHU��VHDU�DQG�GLVFRQQHFWRU��:KLOH�

QRW�DQ�LJQLWLRQ�FRPSRQHQW��WKH�

H[WUDFWRU�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�FULWLFDO�

FRPSRQHQWV�RQ�WKH�KDQGJXQ��DQG�RQ�

753V�WKH\�DUH�PDFKLQHG�

(DFK�753�VKLSV�ZLWK�WKUHH�0HF�

*DU�VWHHO�ERGLHG�PDJD]LQHV�ZLWK�

H[WHQGHG�SRO\PHU�EDVH�SDGV��7KH�

H[FHSWLRQ�LV�WKH������&&��ZKLFK�XVHV�

VWDQGDUG�*,�VW\OH�VHYHQ�URXQG�PDJV�

WKDW�ÀW�ÁXVK�ZLWK�WKH�IUDPH�

7KH�ÀQLVKHV�RQ�WKH������753V�

YDU\�E\�PRGHO��7KH�753�LV�FRP�

SOHWHO\�EODFNHG�RXW�ZLWK�&HUDNRWH�

DQG�D�QLWULGHG�EDUUHO�ZKLOH�WKH�&ODV�

VLFV�FRPELQH�EODFN�&HUDNRWH�ZLWK�

UDZ�VWDLQOHVV�DFFHQWV��7KH������&&�

FRPELQHV�D�&R\RWH�%URZQ�&HUDNRWH�

IUDPH�DQG�VOLGH�ZLWK�EODFN�DFFHQWV��

7KH�753�UDLOHG�JXQ�LV�DOVR�DYDLODEOH�

LQ�WKLV�EURZQ�EODFN�FRORU�VFKHPH��

2YHUDOO��WKH�ÀW�DQG�ÀQLVK�RQ�WKHVH�

JXQV�DUH�KHOG�WR�D�KLJK�VWDQGDUG�DV�

IDFWRU\�JXQV�JR�

,�IXQFWLRQ�WHVWHG�DOO�IRXU�SLVWROV��

EXW�FKRVH�MXVW�WZR�RI�WKHP³WKH�753�

DQG�WKH�753�&ODVVLF�����³IRU�EHQFK�

WHVWLQJ��2UGLQDULO\��,�ZRXOG�SLFN�D�

PL[�RI�WDUJHW�DQG�GHIHQVLYH�ORDGV�

IRU�VXFK�DQ�HYDOXDWLRQ�EXW��JLYHQ�WKH�

´WDFWLFDOμ�WKHPH�RI�WKH�753�VHULHV��,�

GHFLGHG�WR�GR�DOO�RI�WKH�WHVWLQJ�ZLWK�

IXOO�SRZHU�GXW\�GHIHQVLYH�DPPXQL�

WLRQ��7KHVH�YDULRXV�EXOOHW�VW\OHV�DQG�

KLJK�SUHVVXUH�ORDGV�UHDOO\�SXW�WKHVH�

JXQV��DQG�PH��WR�WKH�WHVW�

)RU�VWDUWHUV��,�H[SHULHQFHG�]HUR�

PDOIXQFWLRQV�ZLWK�DQ\�RI�WKH�KDQG�

JXQV�GXULQJ�P\�H[WHQVLYH�OLYH�ÀUH�

WHVWLQJ��)HGHUDO�3UHPLXP·V�7UDLQ�

��3URWHFW�����JUDLQ�9+3�ORDG�XVHV�

D�MDFNHWHG�KROORZSRLQW�ZLWK�D�IDLUO\�

ODUJH�FDYLW\��$�KLJK�GROODU�FXVWRP�

�����WKDW�,�WRRN�WR�WKH�UDQJH�ZLWK�PH�

RQ�WKH�VDPH�GD\�DEVROXWHO\�ZRXOG�

QRW�IHHG�WKLV�DPPXQLWLRQ��EXW�WKH�

�����753V�VZDOORZHG�LW�ZLWK�HDVH�

$OO�VWHHO���������V�DUH�SUHWW\�

SOHDVDQW�WR�VKRRW�ZLWK�KDUGEDOO�VW\OH�

RI�WKH�HTXDWLRQ��DQG�WKH�VHFXUH�

JULSSLQJ�VXUIDFHV�PDGH�WKH�753V�

FRQWUROODEOH�DQG�KHOSHG�VSHHG�XS�

IROORZ�RQ�VKRWV�

,Q�WHUPV�RI�KDQGOLQJ�UHFRLO�DZD\�

IURP�WKH�EHQFK�UHVW��WKH�WZR�ÀYH�

LQFK�JXQV�ZHUH�LGHQWLFDO��0RXQWLQJ�

D�OLJKW�WR�WKH�UDLO�HTXLSSHG�PRGHO�

ZRXOG�QR�GRXEW�PLWLJDWH�PX]]OH�ULVH�

D�ELW��EXW�,�GLG�QRW�DGG�RQH�

DPPXQLWLRQ��EXW�SXWWLQJ�WKLV�YROXPH�

RI�IXOO�SRZHU�GHIHQVLYH�ORDGV�GRZQ�

UDQJH�ZDV�GLIIHUHQW��HVSHFLDOO\�IURP�

WKH�EHQFK��:KHQ�LW�FDPH�WR�FRQWURO�

OLQJ�UHFRLO�DQG�PX]]OH�ULVH��,�UHDOO\�

FDPH�WR�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�FKHFNHUHG�

IUDPH�DQG�PDLQVSULQJ�KRXVLQJ�DORQJ�

ZLWK�WKH�KLJKO\�WH[WXUHG�9=�*ULSV�

:LWK�WKH�753��DFFXUDF\�ZDV�H[�

FHSWLRQDO�ZLWK�WZR�RI�WKH�WKUHH�ORDGV�

,�VDPSOHG��7KH�753�&ODVVLF������VKRW�

ZHOO�DOVR��DOWKRXJK�DGPLWWHGO\�UHFRLO�

OLNHO\�EHFDPH�D�IDFWRU�ZKHQ�LW�FDPH�

WR�P\�DELOLW\�WR�VKRRW�FRQVLVWHQWO\�

JUHDW�JURXSV�

,·YH�EHHQ�VKRRWLQJ�����V�ORQJHU�

WKDQ�,·YH�EHHQ�GULYLQJ��VR�PDNLQJ�

IDVW�KLWV�RQ�SUDFWLFDO�VWHHO�WDUJHWV�

FDPH�QDWXUDOO\�ZLWK�HDFK�RI�WKH�

JXQV��7KH�H[FHOOHQW�VLJKWV�DQG�FOHDQ�

WULJJHU�SXOOV�ZHUH�FHUWDLQO\�SDUW�

<

 All but the 4.25 CC have extended magazine wells and come with eight-
round mags. The 7+1 4.25 CC sports a bobtail-style cut in the frame for 
improved concealment.

ACCURACY RESULTS | SPRINGFIELD TRP
 Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.

.45 ACP Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)

TRP

Lehigh Defense XD 135 1,266 20 2.7

Hornady American Gunner XTP 185 924 16 1.4

Federal Premium Train+Protect HP 230 811 15 1.3

TRP CLASSIC 4.25
Lehigh Defense XD 135 1,262 18 2.9

Hornady Critical Duty +P 220 968 18 2.6

Federal Premium Train+Protect HP 230 813 10 2.3

Notes: Accuracy results are averages of four five-shot groups fired at 25 yards from a Target Shooting, Inc. Model 1500 
rest. Velocities averages of 10 shots using a Garmin Xero C1 Chronograph placed adjacent to the muzzle.

A TACTICAL RESPONSE
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Trust in Smith & Wesson’s Legacy - The M2.0® Pistol
Our commitment to excellence shines through our M&P® family of 

polymer-frame pistols, renowned for their reliability and performance. 

As the landscape continued to shift, we rose to the challenge,

developing cutting-edge polymer-frame, striker-fired pistols that have 

become top sellers in the industry. Today, our M&P® M2.0® stands as 

a testament to our dedication to constant improvement, addressing 

critiques to deliver the best-in-class firearms.

©2023 Smith & Wesson Inc. All Rights Reserved.

smith-wesson.com



The Classic 4.25 had a bit 

more recoil, thanks to a few ounces 

less mass near the muzzle, but the 

aggressive gripping surfaces re-

ally helped me keep things under 

control. I’ve primarily been shooting 

Commander-length 9mms lately and 

WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�LQ�UHFRLO�LV�VLJQLÀ-

cant, especially with full-power am-

munition.

With its rounded tail, the 4.25 CC 

version had the sharpest felt recoil 

and muzzle rise. Even so, for those 

looking to maximize concealabil-

ity, this gun might be a reasonable 

compromise.

These handguns are worthy of the 

TRP name—continuing the accu-

racy, shootability and reliability that 

the line is known for. In terms of 

price and quality, they sit comfort-

ably between run-of-the-mill factory 

1911s and high-end customs. Twenty 

years ago, the 1911 TRP’s suggested 

retail price was around $1,600, 

ZKLFK�PHDQV�WKDW��DGMXVWHG�IRU�LQÁD-

A TACTICAL RESPONSE

<

 The TRPs feature the excellent Tactical Rack sights with three tritium dots. 
The rear sight can be used to rack the slide in an emergency.

tion, the reintroduced handguns 

DUH�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�OHVV�H[SHQVLYH�WKDQ�

they were back then. In terms of 

performance, today’s 1911 TRPs are 

every bit as good as the one I bought 

in 2005.



Ed Brown Fueled® M&P®’s feature our exclusive 

CUSTOM ACCURACY RAIL to perfectly mate the slide 

and the barrel surfaces for improved lockup and accuracy 

edbrown.com
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Like all pistols in the LEGION family, the new P365-AXG LEGION 
embodies what its owners stand for and expect. Quality, 
innovation and performance. Featuring our first ever all-metal 
AXG grip module for the P365 and fitted with custom LEGION 
G10 grip panels, paired with an optics-ready slide that features 
SIG SAUER’S patent-pending integrated expansion chamber for 
recoil reduction, and an extended magwell for faster reloads. 
The P365-AXG LEGION has XRAY3 Day/Night sights and is 
finished in the signature LEGION Gray Cerakote Elite finish.  
 

THE NEW P365-AXG LEGION. CARRY WHAT DEFINES YOU.



    BY BRAD FITZPATRICK

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM



THE NEWEST M&P FUELED 
PISTOL FROM ED BROWN 
FEATURES AN ALUMINUM 
FRAME AND SHIFTS THE 
STRIKER-FIRED GUN INTO 
OVERDRIVE.

JUNE/JULY 2024 HANDGUNS 33

ne of the most popular 

trends in handguns is 

GUHVVLQJ�XS�VWULNHU�ÀUHG�

pistols to create a new 

ORRN�RQ�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�ÀUH-

arm design. But, more often than 

not, many of these upgrades are 

cosmetic or parts swap-outs that 

the owner could accomplish with a 

stock pistol. However, Ed Brown’s 

M&P Fueled series handguns do far 

more than simply improve aesthet-

ics. This is truly the Ed Brown of 

VWULNHU�ÀUHG�KDQGJXQV�

There are four Fueled-series 

VWULNHU�ÀUHG�PRGHOV�DYDLODEOH�

through Ed Brown’s custom shop 

in Perry, Missouri. The M&P F1, 

F3 and F4 models all use polymer-

frame Smith & Wesson M&P 9mm 

SLVWROV�DV�WKHLU�EXLOGLQJ�EORFNV��7KH�

new MP-Metal-F1 tested here uti-

OL]HV�DQ�0	3��0����0HWDO�SLVWRO�E\�

6PLWK�	�:HVVRQ�DV�WKH�EDVH�JXQ�

%HIRUH�,�EHJLQ�OLVWLQJ�WKH�03�0HW-

al-F1 9mm’s various cosmetic and 

materials upgrades—of which there 

are many—it’s worth examining the 

VXEVWDQWLYH�XSJUDGHV�WKDW�DUH�VWDQ-

dard with these Ed Brown guns.

It starts with the Custom Accu-

racy Rail. Most dolled-up striker-

ÀUHG�JXQV�XVH�WKH�VDPH�IURQW�UDLO�

EORFN³XVXDOO\�D�PHWDO�LQMHFWLRQ�

molded (MIM) component—found 

on stock factory pistols. There are 

still methods to improve accuracy 

OLNH�DGGLQJ�EHWWHU�EDUUHOV�DQG�WULJ-

JHUV��EXW�WKH�JXQ·V�SHUIRUPDQFH�ZLOO�

EH�OLPLWHG�E\�WKH�VORS�LQ�WKH�VOLGH�

EDUUHO�ORFNXS�DQG�ÀW�

The Fueled guns replace the 

0,0�IDFWRU\�IURQW�UDLO�EORFN�ZLWK�

Ed Brown’s Custom Accuracy Rail, 

HDFK�RI�ZKLFK�LV�FXVWRP�ÀWWHG�LQ�

the gun’s frame. The Ed Brown rail 

offers machined surfaces that mate 

XS�SHUIHFWO\�ZLWK�WKH�EDUUHO�DQG�

VOLGH��DQG�HDFK�LV�KDQG�ÀWWHG�E\�WKH�

team at Ed Brown. The result is a 

YDVWO\�PRUH�FRQVLVWHQW�VOLGH�EDU-

rel orientation. This consistency 

UHVXOWV�LQ�VXEVWDQWLDOO\�LPSURYHG�

accuracy potential.

“The secret to the M&P Fueled 

series pistols’ accuracy is this 

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM



HIGH OCTANE HANDGUN
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accuracy rail,” says Ed Brown’s 

'DYH�%LJJHUV��´7KHUH·V�D�KDQG�ÀWWHG�

FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�IUDPH�DQG�

slide.”

%LJJHUV�VDLG�FXVWRPHUV�KDYH�

DVNHG�LI�WKH�DFFXUDF\�UDLO�LV�DYDLO-

DEOH�DV�DQ�DIWHUPDUNHW�SDUW��DQG�

WKH�DQVZHU�LV�QR��7KH�UHDVRQLQJ�

EHKLQG�WKLV��KH�VD\V��LV�WKDW�KDQG�

ÀWWLQJ�WKH�UDLO�UHTXLUHV�DQ�LQ�GHSWK�

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�SURFHVV��:KHQ�

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM

SURSHUO\�LQVWDOOHG�DQG�ÀWWHG��WKH�

UDLO�SURYLGHV�FXVWRP�JXQ�DFFXUDF\�

OHYHOV��EXW�LPSURSHU�ÀWWLQJ�FRXOG�

UXLQ�D�ÀUHDUP��,W·V�EHVW�WR�OHDYH�WKLV�

VWHS�WR�WKH�SURV�DW�(G�%URZQ�

7KH�DFFXUDF\�UDLO�LV�WKH�KHDUW�RI�

WKH�)XHOHG�VHULHV��DQG�LW�WUXO\�WDNHV�

VWULNHU�ÀUHG�SLVWROV�WR�WKH�QH[W�OHYHO��

+RZHYHU��LW·V�MXVW�RQH�RI�WKH�PDQ\�

XSJUDGHV�WKDW�PDNH�WKLV�0	3�D�

PDVWHUSLHFH�

:KLOH�WKH�6	:�IUDPH�UHPDLQV�

ODUJHO\�WKH�VDPH��WKH�VOLGH�LV�

FRPSOHWHO\�FXVWRP�PDFKLQHG�IURP�

�����VWDLQOHVV�VWHHO��7KH�VOLGHV�DUH�

GHKRUQHG�DQG�IHDWXUH�FXVWRP�VOLGH�

FXWV�DQG�ZLQGRZV�WKDW�DUH�GHVLJQHG�

IRU�RSWLPXP�SHUIRUPDQFH��$�TXDOLW\�

QLWULGH�ÀQLVK�SURWHFWV�WKH�PHWDO� 

DQG�WKH�LQWHULRU�PHWDOZRUN�RQ�WKLV�

SLVWRO�LV�DQ�LPSURYHPHQW�RYHU�WKH�

H[WHULRU�VXUIDFH�WUHDWPHQWV�DQG�

PDFKLQLQJ�RI�PDQ\�IDFWRU\�JXQV�

7KH�IDFWRU\�H[WUDFWRU�KDV�DOVR�

EHHQ�GURSSHG�LQ�IDYRU�RI�D�FXVWRP�

H[WUDFWRU�GHVLJQHG�VSHFLÀFDOO\�IRU�

WKH�)XHOHG�JXQV��7KH�EHHI\�H[WUDF-

WRU�LV�PDFKLQHG�IURP�SUHPLXP�VWHHO�

DQG�IHDWXUHV�FULVS�HGJH�FXWV�WR�WDNH�

D�VROLG�ELWH�RQ�WKH�FDUWULGJH�FDVH�

7KH�VOLGH�LV�FXW�WR�DFFHSW�7ULMLFRQ�

505�IRRWSULQW�RSWLFV��DQG�D�PDWFK-

LQJ�VLJKW�SODWH�LV�LQFOXGHG��7KH�LURQ�

VLJKWV�FR�ZLWQHVV�ZLWK�WKH�UHG�GRW��

7KH�EODFN�VWHHO�UHDU�VLJKW�LV�GRYH-

WDLOHG�LQWR�WKH�VOLGH�DQG�IHDWXUHV�

VHUUDWLRQV�WR�FXW�JODUH��WKH�UHDU�

VLJKW�LV�SDLUHG�ZLWK�DQ�$PHUL*OR�

3UR*OR�WULWLXP�IURQW�

7KH�LURQV�DUH�VXLWDEOH�IRU�DFFX-

UDWH�VKRRWLQJ�DQG�VHOI�GHIHQVH�DSSOL-

FDWLRQV��DQG�ZKHQ�WKHVH�DUH�SDLUHG�

ZLWK�WKH�7ULMLFRQ�505³ZKLFK�LV�DQ�

RSWLRQDO�XSJUDGH³WKH�VKRRWHU�KDV�D�

IDLO�VDIH�VLJKWLQJ�V\VWHP�VXLWDEOH�IRU�

DQ\�OLJKWLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV�

<

 The control layout on the Ed Brown Fueled series is standard S&W M&P9. 
There’s an ambidextrous slide stop, an oval magazine release and a rotating 
takedown lever.

ED BROWN
MP-METAL-F1

PRICE:

<

 The MP-Metal-F1 version comes with an Overwatch Precision trigger. 
Trigger pull is excellent, with an average pull of three pounds.





Fueled pistols have 4.6-inch 

����VWDLQOHVV�EXWWRQ�ULÁHG�PDWFK�

barrels with a 1:10 twist. They 

feature Ed Brown’s unique “tread” 

ÁXWLQJ�SDWWHUQ��D�VHULHV�RI�DQJXODU�

FXWV�WKDW�UXQ�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�WKH�EDUUHO�

DQG�RIIHU�DQ�DHVWKHWLF�XSJUDGH�ZKHQ�

YLHZHG�WKURXJK�WKH�VOLGH�SRUWV��7KH�

EDUUHOV�KDYH�D�EODFN�QLWULGH�ÀQLVK�

DQG�IHDWXUH�DQ����GHJUHH�WDUJHW�

crown.

Barrels are threaded 1/2x28 so 

WKH\�DUH�UHDG\�WR�DFFHSW�DIWHUPDU-

NHW�PX]]OH�GHYLFHV��DQG�(G�%URZQ�

VXSSOLHV�D�PDWFKLQJ�WKUHDG�SURWHF-

WRU��9LHZHG�IURP�FHUWDLQ�DQJOHV��WKH�

shape of the protector looks like a 

JHDU�WR�PH��,�GRQ·W�NQRZ�LI�WKDW�ZDV�

LQWHQWLRQDO�LQ�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�´IX-

HOHGμ�WKHPH�RU�QRW��EXW�LW·V�D�VPDOO�

WRXFK�WKDW�YHULÀHV�ZKDW�PRVW�VKRRW-

HUV�DOUHDG\�NQRZ��(YHU\�FRPSRQHQW�

RI�DQ�(G�%URZQ�JXQ�JHWV�VSHFLDO�

attention.

This attention extends to the 

IUDPH�SLQV��DOO�RI�ZKLFK�DUH�WXUQHG�

RQ�6ZLVV�W\SH�PDFKLQHV�DQG�FRPH�

ZLWK�D�EODFN�QLWULGH�ÀQLVK�

7KH�PHWDO�IUDPH�RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�

0	3�SLVWRO�UHPDLQV��DQG�WKDW·V�QRW�

D�EDG�WKLQJ��%LJJHUV�WROG�PH�WKDW�

ZKHQ�WKH�WHDP�DW�(G�%URZQ�EHJDQ�

WKLV�SURMHFW�\HDUV�DJR�WKH\�ZDQWHG�WR�

EDVH�WKHLU�FXVWRP�VWULNHU�ÀUHG�JXQV�

RQ�D�SLVWRO�WKDW�KDV�D�VLPLODU�JULS�

DQJOH�WR�WKH�������DQG�WKDW�ZDV�WKH�

6PLWK�	�:HVVRQ�0	3�

$V�,�PHQWLRQHG��WKH�RULJLQDO�)X-

HOHG�JXQV�UHOHDVHG�WKUHH�\HDUV�DJR�

XVHG�6	:�SRO\PHU�IUDPHV��EXW�WKH�

03�0HWDO�)��ERUURZV�WKH�DOXPLQXP�

IUDPH�IURP�WKH�0	3�0����0HWDO�IDF-

WRU\�SLVWRO��,W�IHDWXUHV�DQ�H[WHQGHG�

EHDYHUWDLO�DQG�FRPHV�ZLWK�WH[WXUHG�

LQWHUFKDQJHDEOH�EDFNVWUDSV�WKDW�DO-

ORZ�\RX�WR�IXUWKHU�FXVWRPL]H�WKH�ÀW�

7H[WXULQJ�ZUDSV�DURXQG�WKH�IURQW-

VWUDS��DQG�LW�XVHV�WKH�VDPH�DJJUHV-

sive pattern as other M&P pistols. 

7KH�PHWDO�JULS�IUDPH�LV�ÀQLVKHG�LQ�

7XQJVWHQ�*UD\�&HUDNRWH�

:KLOH�WKH�SRO\PHU�IUDPH�)XHOHG�

SLVWROV�KDYH�DQ�$SH[�WULJJHU��WKH�

0HWDO�YHUVLRQ�LV�RXWÀWWHG�ZLWK�DQ�

2YHUZDWFK�3UHFLVLRQ�EODGHG�ÁDW�IDFH�

D�KDOI�SRXQG�PRUH�WKDQ�D�VLPLODU�

VL]H�SURGXFWLRQ�JXQ�RI�WKLV�W\SH��LW·V�

VWLOO�DERXW�HLJKW�RXQFHV�OLJKWHU�WKDQ�

D�PHWDO�IUDPH�IXOO�VL]H�������<RX�

FDQ�FDUU\�WKLV�JXQ�FRQFHDOHG�LI�\RX�

GUHVV�DURXQG�LW��DOWKRXJK�,�GRXEW�

PDQ\�VKRRWHUV�ZLOO�EH�ZHDULQJ�RQH�

LQ�DQ�DSSHQGL[�KROVWHU�XQGHU�D�OLJKW�

T-shirt.

The controls on the MP-Metal-F1 

PLPLF�WKRVH�RI�D�6PLWK�	�:HVVRQ�

0	3�0����DQG�LQFOXGH�DQ�DPELGH[-

WURXV�VOLGH�VWRS��D�URWDWLQJ�WDNHGRZQ�

OHYHU�DQG�DQ�RYDO�UHYHUVLEOH�PDJ�

UHOHDVH�ORFDWHG�MXVW�DIW�RI�WKH�WULJJHU��

7KH�VOLGH�VWRSV�DUH�UHODWLYHO\�VPDOO�

EXW�IXQFWLRQDO��DQG�WKH�WDNHGRZQ�GH-

VLJQ�LV�VLPSOH�DQG�HDV\�IRU�VKRRWHUV�

RI�DQ\�H[SHULHQFH�OHYHO�WR�PDVWHU��

There’s also a three-slot rail on the 

GXVW�FRYHU�WR�DFFRPPRGDWH�OLJKWV�

and lasers.

%LJJHUV�WROG�PH�WKH�03�0HWDO�

)��LV�D�JXQ�WKDW�PXVW�EH�VKRW�WR�

WULJJHU�ZLWK�D�SXOO�ZHLJKW�RI�WKUHH�

SRXQGV��7KDW·V�OLJKW�IRU�D�VWULNHU�

ÀUHG�JXQ��DQG�LW·V�DQ�H[WUHPHO\�

VPRRWK�DQG�FULVS�WULJJHU�ZLWK�PLQL-

PDO�WDNH�XS�WKDW·V�FHUWDLQO\�ZRUWK\�

RI�D�FXVWRP�SLVWRO�

7KH�03�0HWDO�)��VSRUWV�D�FXVWRP�

(G�%URZQ�PDJ�ZHOO³WKH�ÀUVW�IRU�WKH�

6	:�0	3��0����0HWDO�SLVWRO³ZLWK�

LQGHQWDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�VLGH�IRU�VWULSSLQJ�

PDJD]LQHV��7ZR�PDJD]LQHV�DUH�LQ-

FOXGHG��7KHUH·V�D����URXQG�PDJD]LQH�

DQG�D����URXQG�PDJD]LQH�ZLWK�DQ�

extended base plate that’s an Ed 

Brown creation.

7KH�DOXPLQXP�IUDPH�DGGV�DERXW�

DQ�RXQFH�RI�KHIW�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�

SRO\PHU�)XHOHG�JXQV³���DQG����

RXQFHV��UHVSHFWLYHO\��2YHUDOO�OHQJWK�

RI�WKH�JXQ�LV�����LQFKHV�ZKLOH�RYHUDOO�

KHLJKW�LV�����LQFKHV�DQG�PD[LPXP�

ZLGWK�LV�����LQFKHV�

7KLV�LV�LQGHHG�D�IXOO�VL]H�SLVWRO��

EXW�ZKLOH�WKH�03�0HWDO�)��ZHLJKV�

ACCURACY RESULTS | ED BROWN MP-METAL-F1
 Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.

9mm Luger Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)

Hornady Critical Defense FTX 115 1,195 11 1.5

Nosler ASP JHP 115 1,154 13 2.0

Fiocchi FMJ 115 1,120 27 2.6

Remington Golden Saber BJHP 124 1,126 21 2.2

Federal HST JHP 147 1,024 6 1.6

Notes: Accuracy results are averages of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a fixed rest. Velocity figures are ten-shot 
averages recorded on a Garmin Xero C1 Pro chronograph at the muzzle. Abbreviations: BJHP, brass-jacketed hollowpoint; 
FMJ, full metal jacket; JHP, jacketed hollowpoint

<

 The precision-machined, hand-fitted accuracy rail provides a consistent 
barrel/slide lockup, a big reason these guns shoot so well.

HIGH OCTANE HANDGUN
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BAD GUYS 
DON’T  
RING 

 DOORBELLS.

M OSSBERG | 590®  SHOCKWAVE®

                                                        SAFETY TIP 
Store firearms securely, inaccessible  

to children and unauthorized users.

Consult and comply with any and all applicable federal, state,  
and local: laws, regulations, requirements, and/or restrictions,  

including but not limited to those regarding the purchase,  
ownership, use, transport, and carrying of a firearm.  

Not all products are available in all states or jurisdictions.

u



appreciate, and I agree. This is 

a gun that impresses on and off the 

EHQFK��)URP�D�À[HG�UHVW�DW����\DUGV�

WKH�JXQ�JURXSHG�ÀYH�VKRWV�XQGHU�

����LQFKHV�ZLWK�D�FRXSOH�ORDGV�DQG�

offered up a test-best group in the 

����LQFK�UDQJH��7KDW·V�H[FHSWLRQDO�

DFFXUDF\�DQG�EHWWHU�WKDQ�,·YH�VHHQ�

IURP�DQ\�VWULNHU�ÀUHG�SRO\PHU�

frame gun.

7KH�PRVW�REYLRXV�IHDWXUH�OHDG-

LQJ�WR�WKLV�DFFXUDF\�LV�WKH�H[FHOOHQW�

WULJJHU��ZKLFK�IHHOV�IDU�FORVHU�WR�ZKDW�

\RX·OO�ÀQG�LQ�D�SUHFLVLRQ�ULÁH�WKDQ�

WKH�FRPSDUDWLYHO\�VORSS\�WULJJHU�

IRXQG�LQ�PDQ\�IDFWRU\�SLVWROV�

%XW�ZKDW�PLJKW�QRW�EH�LQLWLDOO\�

REYLRXV�WR�WKH�VKRRWHU�LV�WKH�ZRUN�RI�

WKH�DFFXUDF\�UDLO��WKH�GULYLQJ�IRUFH�

EHKLQG�WKH�03�0HWDO�)�·V�SHUIRU-

PDQFH��:KDW�\RX�ZLOO�QRWLFH�LV�WKDW��

ZKHQ�VKDNHQ��WKLV�JXQ�LV�DV�VLOHQW�DV�

D�WRPE��7KHUH·V�QR�UDWWOLQJ�RI�SDUWV��D�

GLUHFW�E\SURGXFW�RI�WKH�KDQG�ÀWWLQJ�

WKDW�HQVXUHV�DOO�WKH�SDUWV�ÀW�WRJHWKHU�

VR�QLFHO\�

HIGH OCTANE HANDGUN

<

 The MP-Metal-F1 is threaded 1/2x28, and the gear-shaped thread protector 
boasts clean machining and an excellent finish.

1RW�VXUSULVLQJO\��WKH�VOLGH�RSHUD-

WLRQ�LV�H[WUHPHO\�VPRRWK��,W·V�QRW�DV�

VOLFN�DV�WKH�EDOO�EHDULQJ�IHHO�RI�DQ�

(G�%URZQ������VOLGH��EXW�E\�VWULNHU�

ÀUHG�JXQ�VWDQGDUGV�LW·V�RUGHUV of 

PDJQLWXGH�DERYH�IDFWRU\�SLVWROV�

7KH�GUDPDWLF�VOLGH�FXWV�JLYH�WKH�

JXQ�D�XQLTXH�DQG�VW\OLVK�DHVWKHWLF��

EXW�WKH\·UH�IXQFWLRQDO�DV�ZHOO��7KH�

ZUDSDURXQG�IURQW�WH[WXULQJ�PDNHV�

SUHVV�FKHFNV�HDV\��DQG�LI�\RX�KDSSHQ�

WR�ÀQG�\RXUVHOI�VKRRWLQJ�ZLWK�MXVW�

RQH�KDQG��WKHUH�DUH�SOHQW\�RI�ÁDW�VXU-

IDFHV�WR�UDFN�WKH�VOLGH³LQFOXGLQJ�

THE NEXT GENERATION OF HOLSTER EXCELLENCE
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+

+

+

+
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the rear sight or, if you have a 

red dot in place, the front surface of 

the optic. I’m not keen on operating 

my slide on the optic, but in an emer-

gency it’s a nice option to have.

Now to the part of the review that 

\RX·YH�EHHQ�VNLPPLQJ�DORQJ�WR�ÀQG��

off-the-bench testing results. How 

does the Ed Brown shoot? It’s the 

SLQQDFOH�RI�VWULNHU�ÀUHG�JXQ�SHUIRU-

mance. Shoot most other tricked-out 

VWULNHU�ÀUHG��PPV�DQG�\RX·OO�ÀQG�

things to like—perhaps cool slide 

cuts or a nice trigger.

But the MP-Metal-F1 doesn’t just 

offer a few niceties. Rather, it chang-

es the entire shooting dynamic. The 

gun is perfectly balanced, and the 

recoil impulse seems to vanish into 

the ether. Because the Ed Brown 

VKRRWV�VR�ÁDW�DQG�VR�VRIWO\�DQG�KDV�

such an outstanding trigger, you can 

push your speed and accuracy limits 

because the gun is so accommodat-

ing.

If it sounds like I’m gushing on 

the MP-Metal-F1, I am. I test a lot of 

VWULNHU�ÀUHG�JXQV��0RVW�DUH�UHOL-

able, most are fairly accurate, but 

many are also uninspiring. For most 

VKRRWHUV�WKDW·V�MXVW�ÀQH��EXW�LI�\RX�

consider yourself an enthusiast, this 

is the gun you want.

“I shoot one of the M&P Fueled 

Metal pistols in competitions,” says 

Biggers. “I can do things with that 

gun that I can’t with other pistols.”

I agree. There’s a lot to love about 

this gun, but there are a couple 

things I’d change. There’s nothing 

wrong with the M&P grip texture, 

but I’d like to see a signature Ed 

Brown texture to further separate 

these guns from factory pistols.

Also, the slide stop could occupy 

a bit more real estate, and that goes 

for factory Smith & Wesson M&P pis-

tols as well. It’s easier to operate the 

slide stop on the smooth-operating 

Ed Brown, and I wouldn’t ask for 

much—maybe a few hundredths of 

an inch more purchase.

Yes, $2,300 is certainly a steep 

SULFH�IRU�D�VWULNHU�ÀUHG�JXQ���������

with Trijicon RMR red dot pre-

installed), but this is no ordinary 

VWULNHU�ÀUHG�SLVWRO��(G�%URZQ�KDV�

been customizing handguns for more 

WKDQ����\HDUV��DQG�WKH�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�

detail that the company he founded 

brings to the table is embedded in the 

MP-Metal-F1.

One noteworthy aspect of all Ed 

Brown guns is that each of them has 

been personally handled by a mem-

ber of the Brown family, whether 

during machining or quality control. 

This family commitment to produc-

ing high-performance pistols is part 

of what you’re paying for.

“You can take your car into the 

garage and switch out the tires and 

rims, but you can’t change the design 

of the motor yourself,” Biggers said.

Indeed, the Ed Brown MP-Metal-

F1 pistol is in a class by itself, and 

it’s enough to get any handgun fan’s 

engine revving.

HIGH OCTANE HANDGUN
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handful of years ago, 

steel-frame guns were rel-

ics of the past. Polymer-

IUDPH��VWULNHU�ÀUHG�KDQG-

guns reigned supreme, 

and no design dared challenge that 

fact. Walther’s PDP (Performance 

Duty Pistol) was on the short-list of 

quality handguns in this category.

Polymer-frame guns are great 

tools for lots of uses, but for cer-

tain roles their weight can be more 

a liability than an asset. Physics 

matter, and today we are seeing a 

steady stream of new steel-frame 

guns designed with competition in 

mind.

The added weight cuts felt recoil 

and can be a huge advantage in a 

world where fractions of a second 

count. To that end, Walther Arms 

is now offering the PDP Match in 

both polymer- and steel-frame ver-

sions, giving its customers maxi-

PXP�ÁH[LELOLW\�

Competitors are going to use 

every potential advantage to win, 

often pushing the boundaries 

of equipment restrictions. Rob 

Leatham changed the shooting 

game when he used a compensated 

Wilson Combat Accu-Comp to win 

the IPSC World Shoot in 1983. 

From that day forward, compensa-

tors and, later, red-dot optics be-

came must-haves to win matches.

This led to the creation of more-

restrictive divisions and even 

alternative organizations such as 

IDPA. Gunmakers have met that 

demand by creating production 

handguns that are legal for those 

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM

divisions, yet give the shooter 

every possible advantage. The 

Walther PDP Match is just such a 

handgun.

The Walther PDP Match is a big 

pistol, the largest in the PDP line-

XS��:LWK�LWV�ÀYH�LQFK�EDUUHO�LW�LV�

8.5 inches long and 5.7 inches high. 

While both the steel- and polymer-

frame versions are identical in 

size, the steel variant is of course 

quite a bit heavier—weighing in at 

41 ounces versus 26.9 ounces for 

the polymer-frame gun.

This weight wouldn’t be ad-

vantageous for a carry gun, but 

for competition use it provides a 

VLJQLÀFDQW�EHQHÀW��:LWK�DOO�RWKHU�

factors, including ammunition, 

being equal, a shooter using the 

steel-frame PDP Match should 

experience 53 percent less recoil 

energy thanks to its greater mass.

$W�ÀUVW�JODQFH��WKH�PRVW�GLVWLQF-

tive feature of the PDP series is 

the frame. The grip sits forward of 

the rear of the slide, so the slide 

reciprocates well over the top of 

the shooter’s hand. Unless the 

shooter has freakishly large hands, 

I can’t envision a scenario where 

the slide would bite.

According to Walther, the PDP’s 

HUJRQRPLFV�ZHUH�VSHFLÀFDOO\�HQJL-

neered to favor the use of red-dot 

sights, which, given the popularity 

of handgun optics, is a good thing.

The steel frame on the PDP 

Match is fully machined. The 

frontstrap is checkered, as is the 

front surface of the trigger guard. 

An accessory rail is integral to the 

frame’s dust cover, allowing for 

easy mounting of a light or laser.

The actual gripping surface is a 

polymer wraparound panel that is 

secured on either side of the frame 

using a pair of small hex screws. 

The structure of the backstrap is 

part of the grip itself; the frame 

underneath is actually hollow at 

that position. The grip is secure 

without being abrasive.

The polymer-frame PDP Match 

has a grip with a similar pro-

WALTHER ARMS OFFERS UP 
BOTH STEEL- AND POLYMER-
FRAME VERSIONS OF THE  
NEW PDP MATCH.
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ÀOH��ZLWK�WKH�VDPH�WH[WXULQJ�

IRXQG�RQ�WKH�VWHHO�JXQ·V�ZUDS-

DURXQG�JULS��/LNHZLVH��WKH�IURQW-

VWUDS�DQG�WULJJHU�JXDUG�KDYH�FKHFN-

HULQJ�PROGHG�LQ��+RZHYHU��WKH�

SRO\PHU�IUDPH�JXQ�XVHV�D�VHULHV�RI�

XVHU�LQWHUFKDQJHDEOH�EDFNVWUDSV�

WKDW�DOORZ�IRU�LQGLYLGXDOL]DWLRQ�RI�

WKH�JULS��,I�PRUH�ZHLJKW�LV�GHVLUHG��

:DOWKHU�VHOOV�D�EUDVV�EDFNVWUDS�RQ�

LWV�ZHEVLWH�WKDW�DGGV�WKUHH�RXQFHV�

RI�ZHLJKW�WR�WKH�IUDPH�

7KH�VWHHO�IUDPH�YHUVLRQ�GRHV�QRW�

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM

XVH�WKLV�V\VWHP�EXW��EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�

ZD\�WKDW�WKH�EDFN�RI�WKH�IUDPH�LV�

PDFKLQHG��GLIIHUHQW�JULS�SURÀOHV�

FRXOG�IHDVLEO\�EH�RIIHUHG�LQ�WKH�

IXWXUH�

%RWK�YHUVLRQV�RI�WKH�3'3�0DWFK�

FRPH�ZLWK�D�ODUJH�DOXPLQXP�

PDJD]LQH�ZHOO�LQVWDOOHG��7KH�PDJ�

ZHOO�QRW�RQO\�DLGV�LQ�IDVW�UHORDGV�

XQGHU�VWUHVV�EXW�DOVR�DGGV�DG-

GLWLRQDO�ZHLJKW�WR�WKH�IUDPH��7KH�

3'3�0DWFK�VKLSV�ZLWK�WKUHH�VWHHO�

ERGLHG����URXQG�PDJD]LQHV��DQG�

���URXQG�PDJD]LQHV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�

DV�ZHOO�

,I�\RX�NHHS�WKH�H[WHQGHG�PDJD-

]LQH�ZHOO�RQ�WKH�JXQ��RQO\�PDJD-

]LQHV�ZLWK�WKH�DOXPLQXP�EDVH�SDGV�

ZLOO�EH�FRPSDWLEOH��+RZHYHU��LQ�

RUGHU�IRU�WKH�3'3�0DWFK�WR�TXDOLI\�

IRU�8636$·V�3URGXFWLRQ�GLYLVLRQ��

WKH�PDJ�ZHOO�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�EH�UH-

PRYHG�

,Q�WHUPV�RI�FRQWUROV��WKH�3'3�

0DWFK�LV�VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG��7KHUH�

LV�QR�PDQXDO�VDIHW\��7KH�VOLGH�

VWRS�LV�DPELGH[WURXV�DQG�H[WHQGV�

UHDUZDUG�VR�LW�FDQ�EH�PDQLSXODWHG�

ZLWKRXW�VKLIWLQJ�RQH·V�KDQG�RQ�WKH�

JULS��7KDW�PDNHV�LW�HDV\�WR�DFWXDWH��

EXW�ZLWK�D�KLJK�KDQG�JULS�RQ�WKH�

SLVWRO��LW�LV�HDV\�WR�OHW�WKH�VWURQJ�

KDQG�WKXPE�ULGH�RQ�WKH�VWRS��7KLV�

FRXOG�LQDGYHUWHQWO\�SUHYHQW�WKH�

VOLGH�IURP�ORFNLQJ�WR�WKH�UHDU�RQ�DQ�

HPSW\�PDJD]LQH�

7KH�PDJD]LQH�UHOHDVH�FDWFK�LV�

URXQG�DQG�FKHFNHUHG��DQG�,�IRXQG�

LW�HDV\�WR�UHDFK�IRU�IDVW�UHORDGV��

2Q�WKH�VWHHO�IUDPH�JXQ�WKHUH�LV�

D�WDNHGRZQ�OHYHU�RQ�WKH�OHIW�VLGH�

RI�WKH�IUDPH�WKDW�P\�ZHDN�KDQG�

WKXPE�XVHG�DV�D�QDWXUDO�UHVW��7KH�

SRO\PHU�IUDPH�JXQ·V�VHWXS�LV�D�

OLWWOH�GLIIHUHQW��ZKLFK�,·OO�H[SODLQ�LQ�

D�PLQXWH�

7KH�3'3�0DWFK�IHDWXUHV�:DO-

<

 Both guns have Walther’s Performance Duty Trigger, an extended ambidex-
trous slide stop and oversize magazine release. The steel-frame version has a 
rotating takedown lever while the polymer gun has pull-down tabs.

WALTHER
PDP MATCH

PRICE:

<

 Aggressive slide cuts reduce reciprocating weight and provide a positive 
grip for manipulating the slide, while on the steel gun the heavier accessory 
rail adds weight out front to help combat muzzle rise.





ther’s Performance Duty trigger, 

D�ÁDW�IDFH�DOXPLQXP�OHYHU�ZLWK�DQ�

inset trigger safety. The trigger 

SXOO�RQ�WKH�3'3�0DWFK�LV�VXSHUE��

FHUWDLQO\�DV�JRRG�RU�EHWWHU�WKDQ�DQ\�

VWULNHU�ÀUHG�KDQGJXQ�,·YH�WULHG�

0\�VWHHO�IUDPH�VDPSOH·V�WULJ�

JHU�EURNH�DW�����SRXQGV�ZKLOH�

WKH�SRO\PHU�IUDPH�YHUVLRQ�KDG�D�

�����SRXQG�UHOHDVH��%RWK�WULJJHUV�

EURNH�ULJKW�DW�WKH�SRLQW�ZKHUH�WKH�

OHYHU�UHDFKHG�WKH�YHUWLFDO�SRVLWLRQ�

DIWHU�D�VKRUW�ÀUVW�VWDJH��7KHUH�ZDV�

QR�GLVFHUQLEOH�FUHHS�ZLWK�HLWKHU�

WULJJHU��DQG�UHVHWV�ZHUH�H[WUHPHO\�

short.

7KH�VOLGHV�RQ�ERWK�WKH�VWHHO��DQG�

SRO\PHU�IUDPH�YHUVLRQV�RI�WKH�3'3�

0DWFK�DUH�LGHQWLFDO��%RWK�XVH�:DO�

ther’s SuperTerrain serrations. The 

VOLGH�DFWXDOO\�ÁDUHV�RXWZDUG�DW�WKH�

IURQW�DQG�UHDU�VHUUDWLRQ�SRLQWV�VR�

WKDW��DVVLVWHG�E\�WKH�GHHS�FXWV��WKH�

cocking surfaces offer the shooter 

DQ�H[WUHPHO\�SRVLWLYH�JULS��7KH�

IURQW�VHUUDWLRQV�DUH�FXW�FRPSOHWHO\�

WKURXJK�WKH�VOLGH��DQG�WKH�EDUUHO�LV�

YLVLEOH�EHQHDWK�WKHP�

7KH�EDUUHO�LV�LQWHJUDOO\�UDPSHG�

ZLWK�D�IXOO\�VXSSRUWHG�FKDPEHU��$�

QRWFK�PLOOHG�LQWR�WKH�EDUUHO�KRRG�

VHUYHV�DV�D�ORDGHG�FKDPEHU�LQGLFD�

WRU��7KH�EDUUHO�LV�SRO\JRQDOO\�ULÁHG��

ZLWK�D�ULJKW�KDQG�����WZLVW��7KHUH�LV�

DQ�H[WHUQDO�H[WUDFWRU�DQG�D�IUDPH�

PRXQWHG�VWHHO�HMHFWRU�

7KH�VLJKWV�RQ�WKH�3'3�0DWFK�DUH�

SRO\PHU�ZLWK�WKUHH�ZKLWH�GRWV��7KH�

UHDU�VLJKW�LV�DGMXVWDEOH�IRU�ERWK�

ZLQGDJH�DQG�HOHYDWLRQ�XVLQJ�D�WRRO�

WKDW�LV�LQFOXGHG�ZLWK�WKH�SLVWRO��$�

VPDOO��ÁDW�VFUHZGULYHU�ZRUNV�DV�

ZHOO�

0DQ\�XVHUV�ZLOO�FKRRVH�WR�PRXQW�

D�UHG�GRW�VLJKW�RQ�WKH�3'3�0DWFK��

DQG�WKH�VOLGH�LV�PDFKLQHG�WR�EH�

RSWLF�UHDG\��$�SRO\PHU�VOLGH�FRYHU�

SODWH�LV�LQFOXGHG�

0DQ\�ROGHU�KDQGJXQ�GHVLJQV�

KDYH�KDG�WR�HQJLQHHU�WKHLU�ZD\�

DURXQG�H[LVWLQJ�IHDWXUHV��XVXDOO\�

H[WUDFWRUV��WR�DFFRPPRGDWH�RSWLFV��

ZKLFK�FDQ�UHVXOW�LQ�DQ�RSWLF�WKDW�

VLWV�KLJK�RQ�WKH�VOLGH��:DOWKHU�ZDV�

DEOH�WR�EXU\�WKH�VLJKW�GHHS�ZLWKLQ�

*ORFN��/RFN�EDFN�WKH�VOLGH��HQVXUH�

WKH�SLVWRO�LV�XQORDGHG�DQG�URWDWH�

WKH�IUDPH�PRXQWHG�WDNHGRZQ�OHYHU�

XSZDUG��7KH�KDQGJXQ�PXVW�WKHQ�

EH�GU\�ÀUHG��ZKLFK�DOORZV�WKH�VOLGH�

DVVHPEO\�WR�EH�UHPRYHG��7KHUH�LV�

D�IXOO�OHQJWK�VWHHO�JXLGH�URG�ZLWK�

D�FDSWLYH�ÁDW�UHFRLO�VSULQJ��2QFH�

LW�KDV�EHHQ�UHPRYHG��WKH�EDUUHO�

FRPHV�QH[W�

7KH�SRO\PHU�IUDPH�GLVDVVHPEO\�

LV�VLPLODU�EXW�LW�ODFNV�WKH�WDNHGRZQ�

OHYHU��,QVWHDG��WKH�SLVWRO�LV�GU\�ÀUHG�

DQG�WKH�VOLGH�LV�SDUWLDOO\�UHWUDFWHG��

:LWK�WKH�VOLGH�KHOG�LQ�WKDW�

WKH�VOLGH�ZLWK�DQ�DJJUHVVLYH�PRXQW�

LQJ�FXW��%HFDXVH�RI�WKLV��ZLWK�PRVW�

RSWLFV�WKH�IDFWRU\�VLJKWV�FDQ�VWLOO�

EH�XVHG�ZLWK�D�RQH�WKLUG�FR�ZLW�

QHVV³VR�WKHUH·V�QR�QHHG�IRU�WDOOHU��

VXSSUHVVRU�KHLJKW�VLJKWV�

:DOWKHU�RIIHUV�PRXQWLQJ�VROXWLRQV�

IRU�DOO�WKH�SRSXODU�UHG�GRW�RSWLF�

IRRWSULQWV�RQ�WKH�PDUNHW��$�FUHGLW�

IRU�RQH�DGDSWHU�SODWH�FRPHV�ZLWK�

WKH�SXUFKDVH�RI�WKH�3'3�0DWFK��DQG�

DGGLWLRQDO�SODWHV�FDQ�EH�RUGHUHG�IRU�

$40 each.

'LVDVVHPEOLQJ�WKH�VWHHO�IUDPH�

3'3�0DWFK�LV�SDUW�6,*�DQG�SDUW�

ACCURACY RESULTS | WALTHER PDP MATCH STEEL FRAME
 Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.

9mm Luger Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)

Hornady Critical Defense FTX 115 1,200 6 2.7

Sierra THD JHP 124 1,159 7 2.2

Federal Punch JHP 124 1,238 9 2.3

Wilson Remanufactured HBFN 135 810 15 1.6

Notes: Accuracy results are averages of four five-shot groups fired at 25 yards from a Target Shooting, Inc. Model 1500 
rest. Velocities are averages of 10 shots using a Garmin Xero C1 placed adjacent to the muzzle. Abbreviations: HBFN, 
hollow-base flatnose; JHP, jacketed hollowpoint

<

 The polymer-frame pistol includes three interchangeable backstraps to 
customize the grip. A heavier brass backstrap is available from Walther.

MATCHED PAIR
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In 2024, Ruger proudly celebrates 75 years of  manufacturing rugged, reliable firearms. To commemorate  this occasion, Ruger is proud to announce 

four 75th  Anniversary Models, a Mark IV ™ pistol, two different 10/22® rifles and an LCP® MAX, each representative of Ruger’s storied  past and  

bright future. These commemorative models are  inspired by iconic Ruger products, and represent each  of our three major manufacturing facilities.

Celebrating 75 Years 
of Rugged, Reliable Firearms®

The acquisition, ownership, possession and use of firearms are heavily regulated.  

Some models may not be legally available in your state or locale. Whatever your 

purpose for lawfully acquiring a firearm – know the law, get trained and shoot safely.

LEARN 
MORE



position, the takedown tabs on 

both sides of the frame are pulled 

downward, which allows the slide 

assembly to release. The remainder 

of the process is identical.

The steel parts on the PDP Match 

DUH�ÀQLVKHG�LQ�7HQLIHU��7KH�PD-

chining and polishing of the compo-

QHQWV³DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�RYHUDOO�ÀW�DQG�

ÀQLVK³DUH�H[FHOOHQW��,W�LV�REYLRXV�

DW�ÀUVW�JODQFH�WKDW�WKHVH�DUH�ZHOO�

made handguns.

,�WHVW�ÀUHG�ERWK�YHUVLRQV�IRU�

function testing but used the 

steel-frame PDP Match for ac-

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM48 HANDGUNS JUNE/JULY 2024

<

 The wraparound grip on the steel frame PDP Match acts as the backstrap, 
leaving the door open to different-size grip options.

curacy testing. As you can see in 

the accompanying chart, accuracy 

was good, with the Wilson Combat 

135-grain load producing the tight-

HVW�JURXSV��%XW�IRU�D�FRXSOH�RI�ÁLHUV��

those groups would have been even 

tighter. Reliability was 100 percent 

ZLWK�ERWK�H[DPSOHV�XVLQJ�D�YDULHW\�

of ammunition types.

Both handguns were very shoot-

able, although thanks to the steel-

IUDPH�SLVWRO·V�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�JUHDWHU�

weight, recoil and muzzle rise were 

far less pronounced. Needless to 

say, shooting a 41-ounce 9mm is an 

<

  The PDP Match’s 18-round magazines ship with aluminum base pads 
designed specifically to work with the extended magazine well that comes 
installed. The mag well is removable for divisions that don’t permit them.

MATCHED PAIR



extremely pleasant experience, es-

pecially when the gun has a trigger 

as good as this one.

I found the position of the slide 

stop to be a bit annoying, but other 

shooters with different-size hands 

might not share that sentiment. 

For existing fans of the PDP who 

are looking for a competition-ready 

pistol, the PDP Match is a no-brain-

er. But which one? As always, it 

depends on what you want and how 

much money you want to spend.

6WHHO�IUDPH�JXQV�VKRRW�ÁDWWHU�

and therefore tend to be faster in 

competition. That’s why you’ve seen 

guns such as CZ’s Shadow 2 return 

with a vengeance. Given that real-

ity, I would lean heavily toward the 

steel-frame PDP Match if it came to 

shooting competitively.

However, the polymer-frame 

gun offers a number of advantages, 

depending on your situation. For 

starters, it’s a less expensive path to 

competition, as the $800 difference 

between the two PDP Match guns is 

VLJQLÀFDQW�

And if the steel-frame gun doesn’t 

ÀW�\RX«ZHOO��DV�FXUUHQWO\�FRQÀJ-

XUHG�LW�GRHVQ·W�ÀW�\RX��7KDW·V�QRW�WKH�

case with the polymer-frame PDP 

Match, thanks to its interchange-

able backstraps. Plus, if you want to 

get some of the weight advantage of 

the steel-frame gun, Walther sells 

the optional weighted backstrap.

Last but not least, if your goal is 

to compete with a gun that is closer 

to what you might actually carry on 

the street, the polymer-frame PDP 

Match would have the edge here as 

well.

Even if you’re not in the market 

for a competition pistol but are look-

ing for a full-size, optic-ready hand-

gun with a trigger that will make 

PRVW�VWULNHU�ÀUHG�KDQGJXQ�RZQHUV�

green with envy, the PDP Match is 

still worth considering. Both the 

polymer- and steel-frame models 

are well-built, reliable and accurate 

handguns with fantastic triggers. 

These are great guns, worthy of 

Walther’s historic name.
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THE ROSSI BRAWLER IS A 
VERSATILE SINGLE-SHOT 
PISTOL IN .45 COLT/.410.

   BY JEFF JOHN
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Outdoorsmen often need simplic-

ity, and the Brawler offers that in a 

ÁDW��HDV\�WR�SDFN�SLVWRO��:KLOH�it’s 

QRW�UDWHG�IRU�����&ROW��3��VWDQGDUG�

SUHVVXUH�ORDGV�IURP�+RUQDG\�RU�:LQ-

chester should bring down a deer-

VL]H�DQLPDO�LI�\RX�FDQ�ZRUN�\RXU�ZD\�

in close or hunt from a blind, and the 

�����LV�HTXDOO\�DW�KRPH�GLVSDWFKLQJ�

VPDOO�JDPH�

The Brawler comes in at an af-

IRUGDEOH������ZLWK�D�XVHIXO�EDUUHO�

length of nine inches that deliv-

ers better ballistics than a short-

barreled wheelgun but at a weight 

RI����RXQFHV��,I�WKDW�VHHPV�KHDY\�IRU�

a polymer-frame handgun, there is 

plenty of steel inside spread across 

DQ�RYHUDOO�OHQJWK�RI�����LQFKHV�

7KH�PDQXDO�RI�DUPV�LV�TXLWH�

VLPSOH��:LWK�WKH�KDPPHU�GRZQ�DQG�

crossbolt safety in the Safe position, 

press the release button on the top 

ULJKW�QHDU�WKH�KDPPHU�WR�EUHDN�RSHQ�

WKH�SLVWRO�IRU�ORDGLQJ�RU�XQORDGLQJ�

The ejector is automatic and 

tosses empties or loaded ammo free 

�VSHQW�����&ROW�FDVLQJV�ZHQW����IHHW�

RYHU�P\�VKRXOGHU��EXW�DOVR�PDNHV�D�

ORXG�´FOLFN�μ�7KHUH�LV�D�ORXG�´FOLFNμ�

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM

ZKHQ�FORVLQJ�WKH�DFWLRQ��WRR��<RX�FDQ�

PLQLPL]H�QRLVH�E\�FDUHIXOO\�EUHDNLQJ�

open the action far enough to insert 

a cartridge without activating the 

ejector, then depressing the barrel 

release button while closing the bar-

UHO��5HOHDVH�WKH�EXWWRQ�ZKLOH�SXOOLQJ�

up on the barrel to ensure the action 

LV�ORFNHG�

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�FURVVEROW�VDIHW\��

WKH�%UDZOHU�KDV�D�WUDQVIHU�EDU��7KH�

hammer rests on a steel shelf and 

QHYHU�FRQWDFWV�WKH�ÀULQJ�SLQ�XQWLO�

WKH�KDPPHU�LV�FRFNHG�DQG�WULJJHU�

pressed, which then raises the trans-

IHU�EDU�LQWR�SRVLWLRQ�IRU�LJQLWLRQ�

The crossbolt safety is within 

UHDFK�RI�WKH�IRUHÀQJHU�DQG�FDQ�EH�DS-

SOLHG�ZKHWKHU�WKH�KDPPHU�LV�FRFNHG�

RU�XQFRFNHG��,I�WKH�SLVWRO�LV�FRFNHG�

and the safety pushed to Safe, pull-

ing the trigger will drop the hammer 

DERXW�D�TXDUWHU�LQFK�DQG�ORFN�LW�LQ�

SODFH��<RX�ZLOO�QHHG�WR�UHFRFN�WKH�

hammer and push the safety off to 

ÀUH�WKH�SLVWRO��GHFRFN�RU�HYHQ�EUHDN�

LW�RSHQ��6DIHW\�RQ�RU�RII��\RX�FDQQRW�

open the action if the hammer is 

FRFNHG�

This crossbolt safety is pretty 

QRLV\��ZLWK�DQ�DXGLEOH�FOLFN�JRLQJ�RQ�

RU�RII��<RX�FDQ�RSHUDWH�WKH�VDIHW\�

TXLHWO\�E\�VTXHH]LQJ�ERWK�VLGHV�RI�WKH�

EXWWRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKXPE�DQG�IRUHÀQ-

JHU��WKHQ�HDVLQJ�LW�RQ�RU�RII�

Although the Brawler has the 

transfer bar, it would be best to get 

XVHG�WR�XVLQJ�WKH�FURVVEROW�VDIHW\��2Q�

Safe, the button sits in a recess in 

the frame and won’t be disengaged 

DFFLGHQWDOO\��:KHQ�LQ�WKH�)LUH�SRVL-

tion, the button is proud of the frame 

on the left side and could be acci-

GHQWDOO\�DSSOLHG�GXULQJ�FDUU\��,I�\RX�

SUDFWLFH�DOZD\V�SXVKLQJ�LW�WR�WKH�)LUH�

position, it’s pretty easy to apply or 

disengage the safety with the shoot-

LQJ�KDQG�

The owner’s manual has a confus-

LQJ�SDVVDJH�UHJDUGLQJ�GHFRFNLQJ�WKH�

%UDZOHU��,W�VD\V�WR�DSSO\�WKH�FURVVEROW�

VDIHW\��VTXHH]H�WKH�WULJJHU�ZLWK�WKH�

hammer securely under the control 

of your thumb and lower it a half-

inch—then release the trigger and 

ORZHU�WKH�KDPPHU�WR�UHVW��+RZHYHU��

DV�,�PHQWLRQHG��ZKHQ�WKH�FURVV-

bolt is on Safe, you won’t be able to 

lower the hammer more than about a 

TXDUWHU�LQFK�

+HUH·V�KRZ�,�UHFRPPHQG�GHFRFN-

LQJ�WKH�SLVWRO��:LWK�WKH�VDIHW\�RII��

PDNH�VXUH�\RX·UH�SRLQWLQJ�LW�LQ�D�

VDIH�GLUHFWLRQ��VTXHH]H�WKH�WULJJHU�

with the hammer securely under the 

control of your thumb and lower it 

KDOIZD\��5HOHDVLQJ�WKH�WULJJHU�DW�WKLV�

point allows the transfer bar to 
<

 The Brawler incorporates a crossbolt safety above the trigger that locks 
the action. The integral Picatinny rail allows easy mounting of optical sights.
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drop away from contact with the 

ÀULQJ�SLQ��VR�WKH�KDPPHU�FRPHV�WR�

UHVW�RQ�WKH�IUDPH��7KLV�LV�QRWKLQJ�QHZ�

WR�XVHUV�RI�VLQJOH�DFWLRQ�UHYROYHUV�

KDYLQJ�D�WUDQVIHU�EDU�

6SHDNLQJ�RI�WKH�WULJJHU��LW�EUHDNV�DW�

D�FULVS�ÀYH�SRXQGV��PHDVXUHG�DW�WKH�

PLGGOH��7KH�WULJJHU�LV�VPRRWK�IDFHG�

DQG�YHU\�FRPIRUWDEOH�WR�XVH�

,�OLNH�WR�GR�D�EDVLF�ÀHOGVWULS�RQ�

D�QHZ�JXQ�WR�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQG�LW��

FOHDQ�RII�WKH�IDFWRU\�SUHVHUYDWLYH�DQG�

OXEULFDWH�ZLWK�D�EHWWHU�TXDOLW\�RLO�RU�

JUHDVH��EXW�WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�GLVDVVHP�

EO\�LQVWUXFWLRQV�LQ�WKH�PDQXDO��7KH�

5RVVL�UHS�LQIRUPHG�PH�WKDW�WKH�FRP�

SDQ\�GRHVQ·W�H[SHFW�DQ\RQH�ZLOO�HYHU�

QHHG�WR�GLVDVVHPEOH�WKH�JXQ��WKXV�WKH�

ODFN�RI�GLVDVVHPEO\�LQVWUXFWLRQV�

7KH�À[HG�LURQ�VLJKWV�DUH�YHU\�VPDOO�

DQG�ÀQH��DQG�WKH\�VLW�ORZ�LQ�WKH�3LFD�

WLQQ\�UDLO��<RX�FDQ·W�VHH�WKHP�XQWLO�

WKH�KDPPHU�LV�FRFNHG��7KH\·UH�KDUG�

WR�SLFN�XS�LQ�D�KXUU\��EHFDXVH�WKH�WDOO��

ZLGH�SDUWV�RI�WKH�3LF�UDLO�RQ�HLWKHU�

VLGH�FUHDWH�DQ�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�EXV\�

VLJKW�SLFWXUH�

7KH�JRRG�QHZV�LV�WKH�UHDU�VLJKW�

LV�PRXQWHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�UDLOV�DQG�

DOORZV�DQ�RSWLF�WR�EH�PRXQWHG�YHU\�

ORZ��,�VXVSHFW�5RVVL�ÀJXUHV�DOPRVW�

HYHU\RQH�XVLQJ�WKLV�SLVWRO�ZLOO�ÀW�D�

UHG�GRW�RU�SLVWRO�VFRSH��7KRVH�XVLQJ�LW�

SULPDULO\�ZLWK�VKRW�ORDGV�ZLOO�OLNHO\�

SRLQW�VKRRW�WKH�%UDZOHU�RYHU�WKH�

LURQV��EXW�DQ�RSWLF�DGGV�YHUVDWLOLW\�

7KH�JULS�DQJOH�LV�VWHHSHU�WKDQ�,�

QRUPDOO\�OLNH��DQG�WKH�SLVWRO�SRLQWHG�

ORZ�IRU�PH��2YHUDOO��UHFRLO�ZDV�D�OLWWOH�

VWRXWHU�WKDQ�,�H[SHFWHG�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�

ORDGV�WHVWHG��,·YH�ORQJ�HQMR\HG�VKRRW�

LQJ�WKH�����&ROW�LQ�VLQJOH��DQG�GRXEOH�

DFWLRQ�UHYROYHUV��ZKLFK�ZHLJK�DERXW�

DV�PXFK�DV�WKH�%UDZOHU��VR�WKDW�ZDV�D�

ELW�RI�D�VXUSULVH�

7KH�JULS�LV�ZLGH�DQG�FRPIRUWDEOH��

WKRXJK��ZLWK�D�UXEEHUL]HG�WH[WXUH�

JLYLQJ�DQ�LURQ�FODG�KROG�HYHQ�LQ�WKH�

���GHJUHH�KHDW�RI�WKH�1HYDGD�GHVHUW��

,�VXVSHFW�WKH�UHFRLO�IHHOLQJ�VWRXWHU�LV�

SDUWO\�GXH�WR�WKH�KHLJKW�RI�WKH�ERUH�

RYHU�WKH�JULS��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�JULS·V�

QRQ�VOLS�GHVLJQ�

:LWK�D�9LULGLDQ�5);���PRXQWHG�

RQ�WKH�UDLO��,�WHVWHG�WKUHH�����&ROW�
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 The action kicks out empties with vigor, and the grip is wide and comfortable, 
with a rubberized texture for a sure hold.

ACCURACY RESULTS | ROSSI BRAWLER
 Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.

.45 Colt Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)

Hornady Critical Defense 185 1,044 17 2.5

Winchester Silvertip 225 892 20 1.9

Hornady LeverEvolution 225 916 5 4.5

Notes: Accuracy results are the averages of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a sandbag rest. Velocities are the 
averages of 10 shots fired over a Competition Electronics ProChrono 10 yards from the muzzle.

<

 The minimal sights are fine, but a red dot makes a great companion for the 
Brawler, especially when shooting .45 Colt loads.





<

 This Federal 2.5-inch No. 6 shot load at 15 feet shows how the Brawler 
could be a good short-range game or pest gun.

loads, two from Hornady and one 

from Winchester. Results are shown 

in the accompanying table. The show-

stopper was Winchester 225-grain 

Silvertips. The best group with them 

was an even one inch, and the aver-

age of all groups was just under two 

inches.

I also shot the Brawler with just 

the irons at 25 yards with Hornady 

����JUDLQ�&ULWLFDO�'HIHQVH��7KH�ÀUVW�

shot was low left, which I attrib-

uted to my struggling with the sight 

picture. The next four went into a 

three-inch group, and three of those 

were just under two inches. The 

entire group was 3.5 inches left and 

2.5 inches higher than point of aim. 

My point: If you decide not to use an 

optic, be sure to test the regulation of 

the irons.

For the shot load test, I stuck with 

WKH�LURQV��5LÁLQJ�LQ�D�EDUUHO�WHQGV�WR�

READY FOR A TUSSLE

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM

open up shot columns a lot faster than 

LI�ÀUHG�IURP�D�FKRNHG�VPRRWKERUH��VR�

I set up a Birchwood Casey 12x18-

inch Splatter target at 15 feet for use 

with Federal .410 2.5-inch loads with 

No. 6 shot.

,�ÀJXUHG�DQ\�VQDNH�IDUWKHU�DZD\�

than that could probably be retreated 

from, and anything closer would 

MXVW�JHW�PLQFHG�D�OLWWOH�ÀQHU��:KHQ�,�

aimed at the red center of the target, 

enough heavy No. 6 shot clouded up 

WKH�QLQH�ULQJ�DUHD�VXIÀFLHQWO\�

A warning in the owner’s manual 

indicated that shooting slugs is un-

safe in the Brawler, and they should 

not be used in the gun. This seemed 

odd, since there are a few personal 

defense loads in .410 with one or 

more projectiles, so I contacted 

Rossi.

The reply from Rossi noted that a 

.410 slug is actually a .40 caliber pro-



<

 The button that allows the action 
to be opened is to the right of the 
hammer. The rear sight is set deeply 
within the Picatinny rail itself and is 
not adjustable.

MHFWLOH�SDFNHG�LQ�D�VDERW��,Q�D�ULÁHG�

barrel, which the Brawler has, the 

sabot is too undersize to properly en-

JDJH�WKH�ULÁLQJ��VR�LW�FRXOG�GHVWDELOL]H�

in the barrel and have an extremely 

unpredictable exit direction.

The Rossi spokesperson added that 

the terminal ballistics of .410 slugs 

are such that you’re better off using a 

.45 Colt round.

Overall, the Rossi Brawler proved 

a fun gun to shoot, and it would make 

a great companion out on a preseason 

scouting trip for big game. Adding 

a red-dot sight doesn’t increase the 

weight appreciably, and such an optic 

allows for accuracy far beyond what 

the vestigial iron sights will provide.

Even without the sight, though, 

you’ll not be handicapped with a 

shotshell for snakes, and it would 

prove itself on small game using ball 

or shot.





IN SELF-DEFENSE, KNOWING 
WHAT TO WATCH FOR CAN 
MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE.

   BY RICHARD NANCE

PUTTING IT ALL IN
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he word focus has several 

meanings. Merriam-Webster 

GHÀQHV�LW�DV�´GLUHFWHG�DW-

WHQWLRQμ�DQG�´DGMXVWPHQW�

for distinct vision,” among 

other things. Both interpretations 

of the word are important in self-

defense. The former addresses what 

you should pay attention to, while 

the latter deals with how to look at 

whatever it is that demands your 

attention. While no two self-defense 

scenarios are identical, the follow-

ing guidelines will help you focus 

on what matters and increase your 

odds of prevailing.

Situational awareness is one of 

the most important aspects of self-

defense. After all, you can’t respond 

to a threat you haven’t perceived. To 

detect danger, you must be aware 

of your surroundings—to include 

SHRSOH�DQG�REMHFWV�LQ�WKH�YLFLQLW\�

We’ll get to the people problem in 

D�PLQXWH��EXW�ÀUVW�OHW·V�DGGUHVV�\RXU�

physical environment. Are there 

WULSSLQJ�KD]DUGV"�$UH�WKHUH�REMHFWV�

that could shield you from incoming 

bullets or at least create a buffer 

between you and an assailant armed 

with a contact distance weapon 

like a knife or a pipe wrench? This 

information would be good to know 

ahead of time.

When you’re situationally aware, 

your senses are fully engaged. For 

most of us, vision is our primary 

means of processing information in 

our environment, but hearing is also 

important; to a lesser extent, touch, 

smell and taste can be as well.

As you go about your daily activi-

ties, you should strive to be aware, 

letting your body’s natural radar 

alert you to potential trouble. Pull 

your eyes away from your phone’s 

screen and pay attention to what’s 

happening around you. While you’re 

at it, take the ear buds out. Being 

able to see and hear what’s going on 

will help you detect danger sooner, 

affording you more time to respond.

General awareness constitutes 

a broad, generalized focus. In this 

state, you can direct your attention 

to a particular person display-
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ing suspicious behavior—but you 

must know what to look for.

Pay attention to behavior that 

seems out of place. Anomalies like 

someone wearing a heavy coat on a 

warm day, or someone starting to do 

something or stopping what they are 

doing because of your presence are 

UHG�ÁDJV�

Neither action means an assault is 

imminent, but your intuition should 

kick in as you prepare to respond 

if needed. If the little hairs on the 

back of your neck are standing up, 

your subconscious could be trying 

to tell you something like: “Hey, I 

think something is about to go down. 

Watch this guy!” Ignore that little 

voice at your own peril.

When you sense potential danger, 

like someone rapidly approaching 

from behind, you have a head start 

in determining whether that person 

poses a threat. You may not see the 

person initially, but you may hear 

him—assuming you’re not depriving 

yourself of your sense of hearing by 

wearing ear buds or headphones. 

Shoes pounding the pavement could 

alert you to potential danger before 

it is upon you. This would grant you 

more time and distance to respond 

appropriately.

Once your attention is directed 

toward a potential threat, then 

what? Before you draw your gun, 

you must decide whether your new 

acquaintance means you harm or if 

he’s perhaps overly aggressive in his 

quest for spare change.

This assessment is time sensitive, 

and the penalty for being wrong may 

be severe. Bringing your gun into 

play when it’s not warranted would 

be problematic on many levels, but 

not drawing your gun when you 

should could be much worse.

How you decide what to do next 

requires that you tighten your focus. 

Every cop has heard the maxim, 

“Hands kill.” While bare hands may 

not necessarily present a deadly 

threat, hands hold weapons, which is 

why they require your undivided at-

tention. While focusing too intently 

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM

on the hands—or anything else—can 

be detrimental, you need to know to 

the extent possible if a potential as-

sailant is clutching a weapon. Unless 

you see two empty hands, don’t rule 

out the presence of a weapon.

When you’ve visually cleared the 

hands, it’s time to see if there are 

any obvious indicators of a weapon. 

Since the waist is the most common 

concealed-carry location, it deserves 

your attention. Bulges, as well as 

disruptions to a garment’s pattern or 

the way it covers the waist, could be 

caused by a weapon stuffed inside 

the waistband. Furtive movements 

toward the waist could indicate the 

person you’re dealing with is access-

ing a weapon.

Once the hands and waist have 

been visually searched, it’s time to 

focus on the person’s body language 

and overall demeanor. Is he sweat-

ing profusely despite a cool tem-

SHUDWXUH"�,V�KH�FOHQFKLQJ�KLV�ÀVWV"�

Yelling? Threatening? Advancing?

In close quarters, you may not 

have the luxury of focusing on 

hands, then waist, then body lan-

guage and demeanor. The closer 

you are to a person, the harder it is 

to monitor him because you can’t 

easily see what’s happening below 

your line of vision. To make mat-

THE KEYS TO HANDGUN SIGHT FOCUS
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 Once you’ve confirmed an imminent deadly threat, your focus should 
shift to your gun’s sights.
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ters worse, the closer the threat, 

the less time you’ll have to respond. 

In such a case, creating distance is 

usually a sound tactic. With a little 

distance between you and the poten-

tial threat, your focus can zoom out 

enough to see what’s important.

If you can’t tell whether the person 

you’re dealing with is armed, remain 

vigilant. Don’t assume he’s unarmed 

just because you haven’t seen a 

weapon. He may intend to give you a 

close-up of the weapon if he senses 

your guard is down.

If your assessment leads you to 

believe the person does not pose an 

imminent threat, distance and asser-

tiveness may be all you need to stave 

him off. But keep in mind that the 

assailant may be masking his intent 

in order to lull you into a false sense 

of security. Also, drug or alcohol in-

ÁXHQFH��PHQWDO�KHDOWK�LVVXHV�DQG�DQ\�

number of other factors could cause 

someone’s behavior to change in an 

instant, escalating what’s little more 

easier said than done. Depending on 

the proximity of the assailant and the 

type of weapon he’s clutching, closing 

the distance to address the assail-

ant’s weapon, disengaging or seeking 

cover may be appropriate.

,I�\RX�QHHG�WR�ÀUH�\RXU�KDQGJXQ�LQ�

WKDQ�DQ�DQQR\DQFH�WR�D�IXOO�ÁHGJHG�

emergency.

If you deem the person who’s 

approached to pose an imminent 

deadly threat, drawing your gun and 

getting the muzzle between you and 

him is paramount, but that may be 
<

 Awareness is key to perceiving a threat. Being distracted by your phone 
can prevent you from picking up on cues that could signal a potential 
problem.
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 When you’re confronted by a stranger, your focus needs to move to trying 
to determine whether he’s actually a threat and what level of response is 
appropriate.

defense of yourself or others, you’ll 

need to shift your focus from the bad 

guy to the sights. But this doesn’t 

always happen, and it’s common to 

see bullet holes in the weapon or 

weapon-bearing hand or arm of pa-

per bad-guy targets that are engaged 

hurriedly—like when navigating a 

shoot house. Why? You’ll naturally 

tend to focus on what you perceive to 

be the greatest threat: the weapon.

This phenomenon plays out in 

force-on-force training as well. If 

you’ve ever trained with airsoft or 

marking cartridges like Simunition, 

you know how often participants are 

shot in the hands and arms.

To counteract this inclination to 

focus on the bad guy’s weapon, you’ll 

need to direct your attention to the 

sights, making sure they are properly 

aligned and overlaid on a vital target 

such as the upper chest.

-XVW�DV�\RX�PXVW�FRQÀUP�DQ�LP-

minent deadly threat exists before 

ÀULQJ�\RXU�KDQGJXQ��\RX�PXVW�FRQ-

tinually assess an assailant’s actions. 

This requires a broader focus than 

\RXU�IURQW�VLJKW��:LWK�D�ZLGHU�ÀHOG�RI�

view, you can more easily determine 

if your rounds were effective in stop-

ping the threat. If not, get back on the 

sights, then the trigger.

If the assailant crumples, drops 

his weapon and lies motionless, 

it’s time to shift your focus to other 

potential threats. This should entail 

diverting the muzzle of your gun and 

turning your head and body to get 

a 360-degree snapshot of your 
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environment. This helps break 

up tunnel vision, which is common in 

high-stress encounters. Remember, 

bad guys often travel in pairs or even 

in packs, and if you don’t scan, you 

can become so hyper-focused on the 

known assailant that you fail to see 

an accomplice who’s about to blind-

side you.

Although there are several differ-

ent scanning techniques, the goal is 

the same. Systematically look in ev-

ery direction to ensure there aren’t 

additional threats. Here, you’re 

looking for people, then hands, then 

actions. Is this person advancing? If 

VR��WKDW·V�D�UHG�ÁDJ�EHFDXVH�UXQQLQJ�

or hiding would be more typical 

UHVSRQVHV�WR�ZLWQHVVLQJ�D�JXQÀJKW�

Still, just because someone is 

approaching doesn’t mean he poses 

a threat. Have you considered that 

the approaching stranger might 

be an off-duty or plainclothes cop 

or a legally armed private citizen 

who has chosen to intervene but 

PUTTING IT ALL IN FOCUS
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doesn’t know you’re the good guy? 

By looking at the hands and the 

waist, you may notice a badge that 

you wouldn’t have otherwise. The 

last thing you need on the heels of 

a defensive shooting is to unknow-

LQJO\�HQJDJH�LQ�D�JXQÀJKW�ZLWK�

another good guy.

In self-defense, focus is impor-

tant. By paying attention to what’s 

going on around you, your senses 

can do their job—detecting danger 

while there’s still enough time to 

respond. When a potential threat 

LV�LGHQWLÀHG��WLJKWHQ�\RXU�IRFXV�WR�

better assess the situation. Then be 

prepared to zoom in or out to see 

what’s most important.
<

 If a hand is hidden from view or you see someone reaching for his waist, 
you must consider the possibility he’s armed.

SPECIAL 
NEWSSTAND-ONLY 

SHOOTING PUBLICATIONS
Coming to newsstand soon, or buy it now 

at OSGNewsstand.com





  | FIRING LINE REPORT | BY J. SCOTT RUPP

FOR A LONG TIME, WHEN IT CAME TO
revolvers Colt was the undisputed 

king. You could argue Smith & Wes-

son dominated for longer, and Ruger 

has certainly been a player in more 

recent decades, but when you con-

sider Samuel Colt and the iconic Single 

Action Army, there’s little question that 

guns from this legendary company have 

been well regarded and sought after.

Colt faded from the wheelgun market 

in the latter part of the previous century, 

but in the past five years or so it has 

gotten back in the game. The return of 

the Python .357 Magnum made a big 

splash a couple of years ago, and I was 

very impressed by the Anaconda .44 

Magnum I reviewed in 2023. And there’s 

one more model in Colt’s snake lineup 

worth checking out: the King Cobra.

The King Cobra line includes .357s in 

Target, DAO and Carry models, but the 

subject of this review is the 10-shot .22 

version. It’s built on a medium frame, 

and weight is two pounds, two ounces. 

The King Cobras have a heavy barrel 

with full-length underlug, and the .22 

version is no exception. 

The 4.25-inch barrel is one piece, 

the classic style of manufacturing, and 

there’s a target-style crown at the muz-

zle. Unique to the King Cobra line, the 

.22 model boasts a ventilated rib, and 

the top of the rib and the flat frontstrap 

are matte-finished for no-glare sighting.

The rear sight is pinned and fully 

adjustable, and the front sight is a red 

fiber optic with an ample “cage” to 

protect the rod. The front sight can be 

removed by turning out a tiny screw in 

front of the rib.

Finish on the barrel and frame is a 

bright stainless, and the polishing was 

well done except for two missed spots 

at the front of the rib and the front of 

the ejector shroud. “King Cobra” and 

“.22 LR,” along with a cobra emblem, 

are engraved on the left side of the bar-

COLT KING COBRA TARGET .22
COLT

PRICE:

rel. Colt’s info—still proudly located in 

Hartford, Connecticut—is inscribed on 

the right side.

The rampant colt symbol is engraved 

on the frame on the left, below the 

cylinder latch. The serial number is 

on the opposite side, and toward the 

front of the frame on that side is one of 
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those goofy-looking QR manufacturing 

codes—although mercifully there are 

no legalese warnings anywhere on the 

revolver.

The cylinder release latch is Colt’s 

pull-style, and the cylinder bolt on this 

gun was extremely well timed. Even 

after dozens of rounds there was nary a 

mark on the fluted cylinder.

The hammer spur is standard width 

and serrated. The double-action trig-

ger pull on this sample averaged nine 

pounds, five ounces, while the single-

action pull measured three pounds, 

eight ounces. The double-action pull 

exhibited noticeable stacking at the 

end of the pull, but the weight was 

super consistent. There was a slight 

hitch in the single-action pull when I 

first started shooting the gun from the 

bench, but in time it smoothed out and 

eventually disappeared.

The King Cobra Target .22 lived up 

to its name from the bench, as you can 

see in the accompanying chart. That’s 

great 25-yard accuracy with iron sights. 

It didn’t care for the Magtech load, but 

it’s common for individual rimfires to 

show preferences or dislikes. Similarly, 

while the Federal Punch self-defense 

load notched the top accuracy aver-

age among the loads tested, it also had 

sticky extraction of fired cases.

This is such a fun gun to shoot, as 

you would expect from a full-lug .22 

weighing what it does. The balance is 

terrific, and the rubber grips with their 

finger grooves fit my hand well.

The sights are great, with a rear 

notch/front blade combination that al-

lows for real precision; there’s minimal 

light on either side of the 0.016-inch 

blade. While there are no click-direction 

arrows on the sight, there’s a handy 

three-dot indicator on the top of the 

sight so you know which way, and 

how much, you’ve moved the notch for 

windage.

My only complaint is the double-ac-

tion stacking. It’s hardly a deal-breaker, 

but after working with the Anaconda 

last year I expected better from a Colt 

revolver. However, the nice thing about 

revolvers is if a trigger isn’t exactly 

what you hoped for, it’s easily cured 

with an aftermarket spring kit—if I can 

install one, so can you—or a gunsmith 

tune-up.

Everyone should have a .22 revolver, 

and you’re not going to find a better ex-

ample of the breed than the King Cobra 

ACCURACY RESULTS | COLT KING COBRA TARGET .22
Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.

.22 Long Rifle Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)

Federal Punch HP 29 1,275 25 1.8

Remington Golden Bullet BPHP 36 931 22 2.4

Fiocchi Range Dynamics LRN 40 847 13 2.1

Magtech LRN 40 785 49 3.3

Notes: Accuracy results are averages of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a Ransom Multi Cal Steady Rest. Velocities 
are averages of 10 shots recorded 10 feet from the muzzle with a ProChrono DLX. Abbreviations: BPHP, brass-plated hol-
lowpoint; HP, hollowpoint; LRN, lead roundnose

<

 The barrel has a full-length underlug for great balance. Unlike other guns in 
the line, the .22 has a ventilated rib. The top of the rib and frontstrap are 
matte-finished to eliminate glare.

<

 The pebbled rubber grips have 
finger grooves, and they make the 
light-recoiling revolver even more 
comfortable to shoot.

<

 The fluted cylinder holds 10 rounds, 
and timing of the cylinder bolt was 
excellent. Accuracy was terrific as 
well.

Target .22. As my experience showed, 

it’s a fantastic plinker—accurate and fun 

to shoot. It would ride really nicely in a 

belt holster as a trail companion, and 

while I’ve never tried my hand at rimfire 

competitions with a revolver, I would 

expect this gun would make a great 

choice. It can do all these things—and 

do it with a level of class few wheelguns 

today can match.
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 | FIRING LINE REPORT | BY J. SCOTT RUPP

MAYBE YOU’VE HEARD OF SMITH & WES-
son’s SD or Self Defense pistol. The 

original SD was the successor to the 

Sigma, which was the company’s initial 

foray into the polymer-frame, striker-

fired category. The affordable SD made 

its debut in 2010, and it continued 

largely unchanged for many years—

save for the SDVE (for value enhanced) 

models and the more recent gray and 

flat dark earth versions. Those are still 

in the S&W catalog, although the origi-

nal SD is available in .40 S&W only.

But with the sometimes challeng-

ing economic climate faced by people 

across the country, Smith & Wesson 

decided it was time to refresh the 

SD. The company is fond of the “2.0” 

nomenclature to indicate an upgraded 

platform. In the case of the SD, while 

the 2.0 upgrades aren’t earth-shatter-

ing, they are functional and practical—

while still keeping the price tag low.

The SD9 2.0 has a four-inch barrel, 

and the slide on this version is stainless 

steel for a two-tone look. One of the big 

changes involves the slide serrations. 

The SD always had fore and aft slide 

cuts, but on the 2.0 they’re deeper, 

slightly angled and oblong in shape. 

They do a great job of providing a se-

cure grip for general manipulation and 

press checks.

The slide is also serrated across its 

top to defeat glare, and there’s a small 

half-moon viewing port machined 

behind the ejection port for determining 

if a round is chambered. The 2.0 has 

a steel white-dot front and a polymer 

two-dot rear, both of which are set in 

dovetails. Unlike many of the newest 

pistols on the market, there’s no optics 

cut in the slide.

Perhaps the most significant change 

involves the trigger. It’s still the Self 

Defense trigger design that made its 

debut with the SD gun, but in the 2.0 it 

features a flat face and a trigger safety 

lever. Flat triggers really help in achiev-

ing a trigger press that goes straight to 

the rear, and they offer more mechani-

cal advantage, making the pull easier 

for a given weight.

With my particular sample, take-up 

was fairly long, nearly half an inch, and 

the reset was almost that long. How-

ever, the break was a nice, crisp 

SMITH & WESSON

PRICE:

SMITH & WESSON SD9 2.0
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five pounds, 12 ounces. While some 

rave about super-light pulls and short 

resets, when you come right down to it, 

the SD 2.0 has just the kind of trigger 

you want in a defensive pistol.

Controls include a slide-lock lever 

that’s an inch long and surrounded by 

a small molded ridge to keep the lever 

from catching on clothing. While the le-

ver is fairly tight to the frame, thanks to 

its length and leverage it’s easy to use 

as a slide release if that’s your method.

The magazine release is oblong and 

checkered, and it’s protected from ac-

cidental activation by a wedge-shaped 

molded projection behind it. Because of 

the projection and the fact that the re-

lease doesn’t protrude much, you may 

find you need to shift your grip slightly 

to activate it.

The SD9 2.0 is available with 16- or 

10-round magazines, and the pistol 

ships with a single mag. Magazines 

from the old Sigma and original SD se-

ries guns will fit the 2.0, as will holsters.

The grip portion of the frame sports 

stippling on the sides and nicely sharp, 

diamond-style checkering on the 

frontstrap and backstrap. The checker-

ing is fairly aggressive, and I did notice 
<

 The SD trigger on the 2.0 version 
has a flat face for an improved pull. 
The slide-release lever and magazine 
release are both protected from 
accidental activation but easy to 
operate.

<

 The new slide serrations on the 2.0 
offer good purchase for racking and 
press checks, and the slide top is 
serrated to combat glare.

some mild abrasion on my keyboard-

commando hands after putting about 

150 rounds through the gun.

However, the SD 2.0 stays locked 

in your hands like it was super-glued 

there, and you’ll definitely appreciate 

the aggressiveness if you’re wearing 

gloves, which tends to allow guns to 

 | FIRING LINE REPORT
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PLEASE CALL 800.568.6625
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We started as an unknown company with one ability: 

to produce ammunition to an extremely high standard.

From that we developed a reputation,

a reputation we have to live up to every day.



ACCURACY RESULTS | SMITH & WESSON SD9 2.0
Bullet Muzzle Std. Avg.

9mm Luger Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Dev. (fps) Group (in.)

Hornady Critical Defense 115 1,109 17 2.7

Fiocchi FMJ 115 1,052 21 3.3

Sierra THD JHP 124 1,040 12 2.2

Federal Punch JHP 124 1,111 24 2.8

Notes: Accuracy results are averages of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a Ransom Multi Cal Steady Rest. Velocities 
are averages of 15 shots recorded 10 feet from the muzzle with a ProChrono DLX. FMJ, full metal jacket; JHP, jacketed 
hollowpoint

<

 The grip is textured on the sides 
and aggressively checkered on the 
frontstrap and backstrap for great 
control.

shift around. A slight bevel in the maga-

zine well makes for easy reloads.

I think four-inch 9mms are the sweet 

spot for all-around defense guns, 

and the SD9 2.0 is a really shootable 

pistol—more so than today’s popular 

micro compacts. Besides the control-

lability offered by the size and the grip 

texturing, the rear-sight notch and the 

front-sight blade have a just-right rela-

tionship that allows quick acquisition 

and alignment. Rapid-fire Bill Drills were 

a breeze with this pistol.

At a recent meeting with S&W execu-

tives, they said there’s “not a better 

entry-level defense gun” on the market. 

I think it would be hard to argue with 

that. Some might point to the lack of 

red-dot capability, but adding a slide 

cut would increase cost, and the $349 

suggested retail on the SD9 2.0—figure 

$300 or less street price—is going to 

appeal to a lot of folks.

As well it should. The SD9 2.0 is a 

great-handling pistol with a decent 

trigger. Not only is it easy to shoot, it’s 

small and light enough for concealed 

carry, and if you throw a light or laser 

on the accessory rail, you’ve got a solid 

home-defense gun as well.

Back-Up Irons  
that Have Your Back, 

Daylight or Dark.

DXT2 Suppressor/RMR Hgt Sights
Available in Green, Yellow, & Orange

xssights.com | 888-744-4880 | tech@xssights.com
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NOW INTO ITS SECOND CENTURY OF POP-
ularity, it seems like 1911 models, 

variations and even materials have 

no end. One look at the Kimber 

Rapide Heat is proof of that. Cham-

bered for the 9mm and .45 ACP, the 

gun is impressive, with a Kimber 

.LP3UR�,,�EODFN�ÀQLVK�DSSOLHG�RYHU�

a well-prepared and polished stain-

less steel slide and frame, the latter 

incorporating a Picatinny rail.

The slide features lightening cuts, 

with the detailing of a recessed 

frame around each one, on the top 

and sides. According to Kimber, a 

lighter slide provides for a faster 

return to battery, plus the cuts look 

great.

The slide has stepped cocking 

serrations cut in front and back. 

At the rear, the tall rear sight has 

twin white dots and is attached to a 

removable rear optical cover plate. 

The top of this sight is canted rear-

ward slightly to defeat glare, and the 

well-cut notch matches up perfectly 

with the tall white-dot front sight.

A top rib runs from the ejection 

port to the base of the front sight. 

7KH�SRUW�LV�ORZHUHG�DQG�ÁDUHG��DQG�

there’s a cut that allows you to see if 

there’s a round in the chamber.

The stainless steel barrel has a 

�����WZLVW�DQG�LV�ÀQLVKHG�LQ�EODFN�

DLC (diamond-like carbon). The 

muzzle is threaded for a suppres-

sor—not a common 1911 feature. 

The Heat uses a match-grade barrel 

bushing, and the recoil system is a 

standard guide rod with a 16-pound 

recoil spring.

The trigger is Kimber’s new V-Cut 

match, which on this sample broke 

at a crisp four pounds with just a 

EDUH�KLQW�RI�FUHHS³ÀQLVKLQJ�RII�

with a short reset. The Heat has 

extended, serrated ambidextrous 

safety levers, and the beavertail grip 

has a comfortable upward sweep 

and includes a memory bump.

The frontstrap features Kimber’s 

6WLSOH[�SDWWHUQ��DQG�WKH�ÁDW�PDLQ-

spring housing has texturing that 

mimics the slide’s lightening cuts. 

That design is repeated on the red/

black G10 grip panels, complement-

ing the red trigger. The grip offers a 

good purchase without any abrasion 

to the hand.

Years back, if you wanted a mag 

well attachment you had to go after-

market, but today makers like Kim-

ber are offering them as standard. 

7KH�ZHOO�RQ�WKH�+HDW�LV�ÁXVK�ÀWWHG��

streamlined and hardly noticeable. 

The gun ships with one eight-round 

polished stainless Tac-Mag maga-

zine with an extended bumper. 

For those desiring a top-end 

defensive handgun or who just want 

the ultimate in a Model 1911, the 

Kimber offers all that at a reason-

able price. For $1,918 it’s an invest-

PHQW�LQ�D�TXDOLW\�ÀUHDUP�WKDW�ZLOO�

offer years of service.

KIMBER RAPIDE HEAT
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is designed with the RMR’s patented, durable 

housing and identical footprint—with a closed 

emitter and top-loading battery. 

See the new technology at Trijicon.com/RCR.
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